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Misquoting Truth - Timothy Paul Jones 2007-05-23

In clear, concise prose, Timothy Paul Jones takes on Bart Ehrman's
misleading conclusions about how we got the New Testament, how the
New Testament documents have been transmitted and what kind of
diversity existed among early Christians.

How God Became Jesus - Michael F. Bird 2014-03-25

In his recent book How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of a Jewish
Preacher From Galilee historian Bart Ehrman explores a claim that
resides at the heart of the Christian faith— that Jesus of Nazareth was,
and is, God. According to Ehrman, though, this is not what the earliest
disciples believed, nor what Jesus claimed about himself. The first
response book to this latest challenge to Christianity from Ehrman, How
God Became Jesus features the work of five internationally recognized
biblical scholars. While subjecting his claims to critical scrutiny, they
offer a better, historically informed account of why the Galilean preacher
from Nazareth came to be hailed as “the Lord Jesus Christ.” Namely,
they contend, the exalted place of Jesus in belief and worship is clearly
evident in the earliest Christian sources, shortly following his death, and
was not simply the invention of the church centuries later.

Lost Christianities - Bart D. Ehrman 2005-09-15

The early Christian Church was a chaos of contending beliefs. Some
groups of Christians claimed that there was not one God but two or
twelve or thirty. Some believed that the world had not been created by
God but by a lesser, ignorant deity. Certain sects maintained that Jesus
was human but not divine, while others said he was divine but not
human. In Lost Christianities, Bart D. Ehrman offers a fascinating look at
these early forms of Christianity and shows how they came to be
suppressed, reformed, or forgotten. All of these groups insisted that they
upheld the teachings of Jesus and his apostles, and they all possessed
writings that bore out their claims, books reputedly produced by Jesus's
own followers. Modern archaeological work has recovered a number of
key texts, and as Ehrman shows, these spectacular discoveries reveal
religious diversity that says much about the ways in which history gets
written by the winners. Ehrman's discussion ranges from considerations
of various "lost scriptures"--including forged gospels supposedly written
by Simon Peter, Jesus's closest disciple, and Judas Thomas, Jesus's
alleged twin brother--to the disparate beliefs of such groups as the
Jewish-Christian Ebionites, the anti-Jewish Marcionites, and various
"Gnostic" sects. Ehrman examines in depth the battles that raged
between "proto-orthodox Christians"--those who eventually compiled the
canonical books of the New Testament and standardized Christian belief-
-and the groups they denounced as heretics and ultimately overcame.
Scrupulously researched and lucidly written, Lost Christianities is an
eye-opening account of politics, power, and the clash of ideas among
Christians in the decades before one group came to see its views prevail.
The Lost Gospel of Judas Iscariot - Bart D. Ehrman 2008-10

The biblical scholar recounts the events surrounding the discovery and
handling of the Gospel of Judas, and provides an overview of its content,
in which Judas is portrayed as a faithful disciple.

The First Edition of the New Testament - David Trobisch 2000

Publisher description

Forgery and Counter-forgery - Bart D. Ehrman 2013-01-10

Forgery and Counter-forgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early
Christian Polemics is the first major contemporary work on forgery in
early Christian literature. It examines the motivation and function behind
Christian literary forgeries.

Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene - Bart D Ehrman 2008-04-24

From the Publisher: Bart Ehrman, author of the bestsellers Misquoting
Jesus and Truth and Fiction in The Da Vinci Code, here takes readers on
another engaging tour of the early Christian church, illuminating the

lives of three of Jesus' most intriguing followers: Simon Peter, Paul of
Tarsus, and Mary Magdalene.

How Jesus Became God - Bart D. Ehrman 2014-03-25

New York Times bestselling author and Bible expert Bart Ehrman reveals
how Jesus’s divinity became dogma in the first few centuries of the early
church. The claim at the heart of the Christian faith is that Jesus of
Nazareth was, and is, God. But this is not what the original disciples
believed during Jesus’s lifetime—and it is not what Jesus claimed about
himself. How Jesus Became God tells the story of an idea that shaped
Christianity, and of the evolution of a belief that looked very different in
the fourth century than it did in the first. A master explainer of Christian
history, texts, and traditions, Ehrman reveals how an apocalyptic prophet
from the backwaters of rural Galilee crucified for crimes against the
state came to be thought of as equal with the one God Almighty, Creator
of all things. But how did he move from being a Jewish prophet to being
God? In a book that took eight years to research and write, Ehrman
sketches Jesus’s transformation from a human prophet to the Son of God
exalted to divine status at his resurrection. Only when some of Jesus’s
followers had visions of him after his death—alive again—did anyone
come to think that he, the prophet from Galilee, had become God. And
what they meant by that was not at all what people mean today. Written
for secular historians of religion and believers alike, How Jesus Became
God will engage anyone interested in the historical developments that
led to the affirmation at the heart of Christianity: Jesus was, and is, God.
Misquoting Jesus - Bart D. Ehrman 2009-10-06

When world-class biblical scholar Bart Ehrman first began to study the
texts of the Bible in their original languages he was startled to discover
the multitude of mistakes and intentional alterations that had been made
by earlier translators. In Misquoting Jesus, Ehrman tells the story behind
the mistakes and changes that ancient scribes made to the New
Testament and shows the great impact they had upon the Bible we use
today. He frames his account with personal reflections on how his study
of the Greek manuscripts made him abandon his once ultraconservative
views of the Bible. Since the advent of the printing press and the
accurate reproduction of texts, most people have assumed that when
they read the New Testament they are reading an exact copy of Jesus's
words or Saint Paul's writings. And yet, for almost fifteen hundred years
these manuscripts were hand copied by scribes who were deeply
influenced by the cultural, theological, and political disputes of their day.
Both mistakes and intentional changes abound in the surviving
manuscripts, making the original words difficult to reconstruct. For the
first time, Ehrman reveals where and why these changes were made and
how scholars go about reconstructing the original words of the New
Testament as closely as possible. Ehrman makes the provocative case
that many of our cherished biblical stories and widely held beliefs
concerning the divinity of Jesus, the Trinity, and the divine origins of the
Bible itself stem from both intentional and accidental alterations by
scribes -- alterations that dramatically affected all subsequent versions of
the Bible.

Four Disturbing Questions with One Simple Answer - Tim Sledge
2019-07-24

['ve shared the details of my spiritual journey in Goodbye Jesus: An
Evangelical Preacher's Journey Beyond Faith. My aim in this book is
raise four challenging questions that need to be addressed by every
Christian believer and then to offer one incredibly simple answer-an
answer that challenges the veracity of the Christian faith but can also be
the gateway to a rewarding new life that is based on truth and does not
require the suspension of common sense. Objectively examining your
closely held belief system is not a walk in the park. And facing up to the
idea that you might be under a spell that makes it hard for you to think



objectively is daunting, especially when you rely on the spell's results to
make you feel that everything is okay and when you've been warned that
tampering with the spell is the worst thing you could ever do. Choose
courage. If what you believe is true, it can stand the test of any question
that I or anyone else might raise. I encourage you to open your mind,
face the facts, and decide that you will follow the truth wherever it leads.
I spent most of my life in a search for truth about faith, God, and religion.
Maybe I can save you some time as you make your own decisions. Tim
Sledge

The Reliability of the New Testament - Bart D. Ehrman

This volume highlights points of agreement and disagreement between
two leading intellectuals on the subject of the textual reliability of the
New Testament: Bart Ehrman, James A. Gray Distinguished Professor at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Daniel Wallace,
Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary and
Executive Director of the Center for the Study of New Testament
Manuscripts. This book provides interested readers a fair and balanced
case for both sides and allows them to decide for themselves: What does
it mean for a text to be textually reliable? How reliable is the New
Testament? How reliable is reliable enough?

The Triumph of Christianity - Bart D. Ehrman 2018-02-22

How did Christianity become the dominant religion in the West? In the
early first century, a small group of peasants from the backwaters of the
Roman Empire proclaimed that an executed enemy of the state was
God’s messiah. Less than four hundred years later it had become the
official religion of Rome with some thirty million followers. It could so
easily have been a forgotten sect of Judaism. Through meticulous
research, Bart Ehrman, an expert on Christian history, texts and
traditions, explores the way we think about one of the most important
cultural transformations the world has ever seen, one that has shaped
the art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics and economics of modern
Western civilisation.

Jesus, Interrupted - Bart D. Ehrman 2009-03-03

Addresses the issue of what the New Testament actually teaches-- and
it's not what most people think.

Forged - Bart D. Ehrman 2011-03-22

Bart D. Ehrman, the New York Times bestselling author of Jesus,
Interrupted and God’s Problem reveals which books in the Bible’s New
Testament were not passed down by Jesus’s disciples, but were instead
forged by other hands—and why this centuries-hidden scandal is far
more significant than many scholars are willing to admit. A controversial
work of historical reporting in the tradition of Elaine Pagels, Marcus
Borg, and John Dominic Crossan, Ehrman’s Forged delivers a stunning
explication of one of the most substantial—yet least discussed—problems
confronting the world of biblical scholarship.

Jesus, Interrupted - Bart D. Ehrman 2009-03-03

The problems with the Bible that New Testament scholar Bart Ehrman
discussed in his bestseller Misquoting Jesus—and on The Daily Show
with John Stewart, NPR, and Dateline NBC, among others—are expanded
upon exponentially in his latest book: Jesus, Interrupted. This New York
Times bestseller reveals how books in the Bible were actually forged by
later authors, and that the New Testament itself is riddled with
contradictory claims about Jesus—information that scholars know... but
the general public does not. If you enjoy the work of Elaine Pagels,
Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, and John Shelby Spong, you'll find
much to ponder in Jesus, Interrupted.

Saving Jesus from the Church - Robin R. Meyers 2009-02-19
“Scholarly, pastoral, prophetic, and eloquent. The invitation to follow
Jesus instead of worshiping Christ could not come at a more important
time, or be issued by a more credible source.” — Desmond Tutu “Robin
Meyers emerges in Saving Jesus from the Church as a national voice for
a new Christianity. He is a well read scholar and a superb communicator.
He writes with a refreshing honesty and a disarming authority. This book
is a treat.” — John Shelby Spong, author of Jesus for the Non-Religious
Robin Meyers, a rising star of liberal Christianity, restores the true
mission of the faith that captures the heart of Jesus’s concern for people
over “right belief.” Saving Jesus from the Church will resonate deeply
with those who enjoy the works of John Shelby Spong, Marcus Borg, and
John Dominic Crossan.

The Resurrection Of Christ - Gerd Ludemann 2010-06-28

Although the resurrection is the keystone dogma of Christian belief, and
Sunday churchgoers rarely if ever think to question it, scholarly research
shows with the utmost clarity that from a historical standpoint Jesus was
not raised from the dead. In fact, it is almost universally recognized
among scholars of New Testament textual criticism that the gospel

narratives describing the resurrection appearances are not reliable
eyewitness accounts, but expressions of faith written by the first
Christian believers long after the death of Jesus.In this thorough exegesis
of the primary texts dealing with the resurrection of Jesus, New
Testament expert Gerd Ludemann (University of Gottingen) presents
compelling evidence that shows the resurrection was not a historical
event and further argues that this development leaves little, if any, basis
for Christian faith as presently defined.Beginning with Paul's testimony
in 1 Cor. 15: 3-8, in which the apostle declares that Jesus has been raised
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, Lidemann
systematically evaluates every reference to Jesus' resurrection in the
New Testament, as well as apocryphal literature. He examines the
purpose of the text writers, the ways in which they reworked tradition,
and the historical value of each account. Through this approach, he
offers a reconstruction of the probable course of events as well as the
circumstances surrounding Jesus' death on the cross, the burial of his
body, his reported resurrection on the third day, and subsequent
appearances to various disciples.Since the historical evidence leads to
the firm conclusion that Jesus' body was not raised from the dead,
Ludemann argues that the origin of the Easter faith must be sought in
the visionary experiences of Christianity's two leading apostles. From a
modern perspective this leads to the inescapable conclusion that both
primary witnesses to Jesus' resurrection, Peter and Paul, were victims of
self-deception.In conclusion, he asks whether in light of the
nonhistoricity of Jesus' resurrection, thinking people today can
legitimately and in good conscience still call themselves Christians.Gerd
Lidemann is a professor of the history and literature of early Christianity
at the University of Gottingen, Germany. Professor Ludemann's
published conclusions about Christianity aroused great controversy in his
native Germany, where the Confederation of Protestant Churches in
Lower Saxony demanded his immediate dismissal from the theological
faculty of his university. Despite this threat to his academic freedom, he
has retained his post at the university, although the chair he holds was
renamed to disassociate him from the training program of German
pastors. Ludemann is also the author of Jesus After 2000 Years, Paul: The
Founder of Christianity, and The Resurrection of Christ: A Historical
Inquiry.

Can We Still Believe the Bible? - Craig L. Blomberg 2014-04-01
Challenges to the reliability of Scripture are perennial and have
frequently been addressed. However, some of these challenges are
noticeably more common today, and the topic is currently of particular
interest among evangelicals. In this volume, highly regarded biblical
scholar Craig Blomberg offers an accessible and nuanced argument for
the Bible's reliability in response to the extreme views about Scripture
and its authority articulated by both sides of the debate. He believes that
a careful analysis of the relevant evidence shows we have reason to be
more confident in the Bible than ever before. As he traces his own
academic and spiritual journey, Blomberg sketches out the case for
confidence in the Bible in spite of various challenges to the
trustworthiness of Scripture, offering a positive, informed, and
defensible approach.

Heaven and Hell - Bart D. Ehrman 2021-03-23

Over half of Americans believe in a literal heaven, in a literal hell. Most
people who hold these beliefs are Christian and assume they are the age-
old teachings of the Bible. Ehrman shows that eternal rewards and
punishments are found nowhere in the Old Testament, and are not what
Jesus or his disciples taught. He recounts the long history of the afterlife,
ranging from The Epic of Gilgamesh up to the writings of Augustine,
focusing especially on the teachings of Jesus and his early followers.
Ehrman shows that competing views were intimately connected with the
social, cultural, and historical worlds out of which they emerged. --
adapted from jacket

God's Problem - Bart D. Ehrman 2009-10-13

One Bible, Many Answers In God's Problem, the New York Times
bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus challenges the contradictory
biblical explanations for why an all-powerful God allows us to suffer.

The Text of New Testament - B.M. Metzger 1985

The Meaning of Mary Magdalene - Cynthia Bourgeault 2010-09-14

Mary Magdalene is one of the most influential symbols in the history of
Christianity—yet, if you look in the Bible, you'll find only a handful of
verses that speak of her. How did she become such a compelling saint in
the face of such paltry evidence? In her effort to answer that question,
Cynthia Bourgeault examines the Bible, church tradition, art, legend, and
newly discovered texts to see what'’s there. She then applies her own



reasoning and intuition, informed by the wisdom of the ages-old
Christian contemplative tradition. What emerges is a radical view of
Mary Magdalene as Jesus’s most important disciple, the one he
considered to understand his teaching best. That teaching was
characterized by a nondualistic approach to the world and by a deep
understanding of the value of the feminine. Cynthia shows how an
understanding of Mary Magdalene can revitalize contemporary
Christianity, how Christians and others can, through her, find their way
to Jesus’s original teachings and apply them to their modern lives.

What Jesus Meant - Garry Wills 2007-02-27

“Garry Wills brings his signature brand of erudite, unorthodox thinking
to his latest book of revelations. . . . A tour de force and a profound show
of faith.” (O, the Oprah Magazine) Look out for a new book from Garry
Wills, What The Qur'an Meant, coming fall 2017. In what are billed
“culture wars,” people on the political right and the political left cite
Jesus as endorsing their views. But in this New York Times-bestselling
masterpiece, Garry Wills argues that Jesus subscribed to no political
program. He was far more radical than that. In a fresh reading of the
gospels, Wills explores the meaning of the “reign of heaven” Jesus not
only promised for the future but brought with him into this life. It is only
by dodges and evasions that people misrepresent what Jesus plainly had
to say against power, the wealthy, and religion itself. But Wills is just as
critical of those who would make Jesus a mere ethical teacher, ignoring
or playing down his divinity. An illuminating analysis for believers and
nonbelievers alike, What Jesus Meant is a brilliant addition to our
national conversation on religion.

The Bible Story Handbook - John H. Walton 2010

Assists Sunday school teachers and parents to teach Bible stories in such
a way that the authoritative teaching of Scripture shines forth. Each of
the 175 lessons includes story focus and application, historical
background, interpretational issues, and more.

Reinventing Jesus - J. Ed Komoszewski

Reinventing Jesus cuts through the rhetoric of extreme doubt to reveal
the profound credibility of historic Christianity. Meticulously researched
yet eminently readable, this book invites a wide audience to take a
firsthand look at the primary evidence for Christianity's origins.
Manifold Greatness - Helen Dale Moore 2011

Published on the occasion of two exhibitions, held in 2011 at the
Bodleian Library and the Folger Shakespeare Library respectively,
celebrating the 400th centenary of the publication of the King James
Bible.

MISREPRESENTING JESUS - Edward D. Andrews 2019-10-02

In "Misrepresenting Jesus," the author thoroughly examines and refutes
the arguments presented by Bart D. Ehrman in his bestselling book
"Misquoting Jesus." Through a comprehensive exploration of New
Testament textual criticism, historical context, and the process of biblical
interpretation, this book provides a compelling defense of the reliability
and authenticity of the Christian Scriptures. "Misrepresenting Jesus"
delves deep into the world of scribes, scrolls, and textual transmission,
shedding light on the meticulous work of textual critics who endeavor to
recover the original wording of the New Testament. The book also
addresses the nature of textual corruption and the science behind
restoring the original text, offering valuable insights into the methods
and challenges of New Testament textual criticism. The author examines
various types of errors found in New Testament manuscripts and
explores the complex history of textual variants and their impact on the
biblical text. Additionally, "Misrepresenting Jesus" offers practical
solutions for understanding and resolving Bible difficulties, reaffirming
the trustworthiness of the Scriptures despite apparent contradictions or
inaccuracies. This book also takes on Ehrman's controversial claims
about the origins and development of the New Testament canon,
providing a thorough analysis of the differences between canonical and
apocryphal gospels. Furthermore, it addresses the age-old problem of
evil and suffering, offering a thoughtful Christian response to these
challenging questions. "Misrepresenting Jesus" stands as a
comprehensive and rigorous rebuttal to Ehrman's arguments, providing
readers with a deeper understanding of the reliability and divine
inspiration of the New Testament. With its scholarly approach and clear
presentation, this book is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to
defend the integrity and authenticity of the Christian faith.

Can We Trust the Bible on the Historical Jesus? - Bart D. Ehrman
2020-09-22

This book features a learned and fascinating debate between two great
Bible scholars about the New Testament as a reliable source on the
historical Jesus. Bart Ehrman, an agnostic New Testament scholar,

debates Craig Evans, an evangelical New Testament scholar, about the
historical Jesus and what constitutes "history." Their interaction includes
such compelling questions as: What are sound methods of historical
investigation? What are reliable criteria for determining the authenticity
of an ancient text? What roles do reason and inference play? And, of
course, interpretation? Readers of this debate—regardless of their
interpretive inclinations and biases—are sure to find some confirmation
of their existing beliefs, but they will surely also find an honest and well-
informed challenge to the way they think about the historical Jesus. The
result? A more open, better informed, and questioning mind, which is
better prepared for discovering both truth and contrivance. The debate
between Ehrman and Evans along with Stewart's introductory framework
make this book an excellent primer to the study of the historical Jesus,
and readers will come away with a deeper appreciation for the ongoing
quest for the historical Jesus.

Did Jesus Exist? - G. A. Wells 2010-11-02

Professor Wells argues that there was no historical Jesus, and in thus
arguing he deals with the many recent writers who have interpreted the
historical Jesus as some kind of political figure in the struggle against
Rome, and calls in evidence the many contemporary theologians who
agree with some of his arguments about early Christianity. The question
at issue is what all the evidence adds up to. Does it establish that Jesus
did or did not exist? Professor Wells concludes that the latter is the more
likely hypothesis. This challenge to received thinking by both Christians
and non-Christians is supported by much documentary evidence, and
Professor Wells carefully examines all the relevant problems and
answers all the relevant questions. He deliberately avoids polemic and
speculation, and sticks so far as possible to the known facts and to
rational inferences from the facts.

The Shakespeare Wars - Ron Rosenbaum 2011-11-09

“[Ron Rosenbaum] is one of the most original journalists and writers of
our time.” -David Remnick In The Shakespeare Wars, Ron Rosenbaum
gives readers an unforgettable way of rethinking the greatest works of
the human imagination. As he did in his groundbreaking Explaining
Hitler, he shakes up much that we thought we understood about a vital
subject and renews our sense of excitement and urgency. He gives us a
Shakespeare book like no other. Rather than raking over worn-out
fragments of biography, Rosenbaum focuses on cutting-edge
controversies about the true source of Shakespeare’s enchantment and
illumination-the astonishing language itself. How best to unlock the
secrets of its spell? With quicksilver wit and provocative insight,
Rosenbaum takes readers into the midst of fierce battles among the most
brilliant Shakespearean scholars and directors over just how to delve
deeper into the Shakespearean experience-deeper into the mind of
Shakespeare. Was Shakespeare the one-draft wonder of Shakespeare in
Love? Or was he rather-as an embattled faction of textual scholars now
argues-a different kind of writer entirely: a conscientious reviser of his
greatest plays? Must we then revise our way of reading, staging, and
interpreting such works as Hamlet and King Lear? Rosenbaum pursues
key partisans in these debates from the high tables of Oxford to a Krispy
Kreme doughnut shop in a strip mall in the Deep South. He makes
ostensibly arcane textual scholarship intensely seductive-and sometimes
even explicitly sexual. At an academic “Pleasure Seminar” in Bermuda,
for instance, he examines one scholar’s quest to find an orgasm in Romeo
and Juliet. Rosenbaum shows us great directors as Shakespearean
scholars in their own right: We hear Peter Brook-perhaps the most
influential Shakespearean director of the past century-disclose his quest
for a “secret play” hidden within the Bard’s comedies and dramas. We
listen to Sir Peter Hall, founder of the Royal Shakespeare Company, as
he launches into an impassioned, table-pounding fury while discussing
how the means of unleashing the full intensity of Shakespeare’s language
has been lost-and how to restore it. Rosenbaum’s hilarious inside
account of “the Great Shakespeare ‘Funeral Elegy’ Fiasco,” a man-
versus-computer clash, illustrates the iconic struggle to define what is
and isn’t “Shakespearean.” And he demonstrates the way Shakespearean
scholars such as Harold Bloom can become great Shakespearean
characters in their own right. The Shakespeare Wars offers a thrilling
opportunity to engage with Shakespeare’s work at its deepest levels.
Like Explaining Hitler, this book is destined to revolutionize the way we
think about one of the overwhelming obsessions of our time.

Did Jesus Exist? - Bart D. Ehrman 2012-03-20

In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible expert Bart Ehrman confronts the
question, "Did Jesus exist at all?" Ehrman vigorously defends the
historical Jesus, identifies the most historically reliable sources for best
understanding Jesus’ mission and message, and offers a compelling



portrait of the person at the heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a
master explainer with deep knowledge of the field, Bart Ehrman
methodically demolishes both the scholarly and popular “mythicist”
arguments against the existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from
within the Bible and the wider historical record of the ancient world,
Ehrman tackles the key issues that surround the mythologies associated
with Jesus and the early Christian movement. In Did Jesus Exist?: The
Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman establishes the
criterion for any genuine historical investigation and provides a robust
defense of the methods required to discover the Jesus of history.

Lost Scriptures - Bart D. Ehrman 2005-09-15

A companion volume to Lost Christianities, this remarkable anthology of
long-lost Christian writings that were never included in the New
Testaments includes fifteen additional gospels, thirteen epistles, five non-
canonical Acts of the Apostles, Apocalypes and Secret Books, and brief
introductions to each. History Dual Main. (Scripture)

Myths and Mistakes in New Testament Textual Criticism - Elijah Hixson
2019-11-05

Biblical Foundations Award Finalist and Runner Up Since the unexpected
popularity of Bart Ehrman's bestselling Misquoting Jesus, textual
criticism has become a staple of Christian apologetics. Ehrman's
skepticism about recovering the original text of the New Testament does
deserve a response. However, this renewed apologetic interest in textual
criticism has created fresh problems for evangelicals. An unfortunate
proliferation of myths, mistakes, and misinformation has arisen about
this technical area of biblical studies. In this volume Elijah Hixson and
Peter Gurry, along with a team of New Testament textual critics, offer
up-to-date, accurate information on the history and current state of the
New Testament text that will serve apologists and Christian students
even as it offers a self-corrective to evangelical excesses.

Jesus Before the Gospels - Bart D. Ehrman 2016-03-01

The bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, one of the most renowned
and controversial Bible scholars in the world today examines oral
tradition and its role in shaping the stories about Jesus we encounter in
the New Testament—and ultimately in our understanding of Christianity.
Throughout much of human history, our most important stories were
passed down orally—including the stories about Jesus before they
became written down in the Gospels. In this fascinating and deeply
researched work, leading Bible scholar Bart D. Ehrman investigates the
role oral history has played in the New Testament—how the telling of
these stories not only spread Jesus’ message but helped shape it. A
master explainer of Christian history, texts, and traditions, Ehrman
draws on a range of disciplines, including psychology and anthropology,
to examine the role of memory in the creation of the Gospels. Explaining
how oral tradition evolves based on the latest scientific research, he
demonstrates how the act of telling and retelling impacts the story, the
storyteller, and the listener—crucial insights that challenge our typical
historical understanding of the silent period between when Jesus lived
and died and when his stories began to be written down. As he did in his
previous books on religious scholarship, debates on New Testament
authorship, and the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman combines his
deep knowledge and meticulous scholarship in a compelling and eye-
opening narrative that will change the way we read and think about
these sacred texts.

The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture - Bart D. Ehrman 1996-02-29
Victors not only write history: they also reproduce the texts. Bart Ehrman
explores the close relationship between the social history of early
Christianity and the textual tradition of the emerging New Testament,
examining how early struggles between Christian "heresy" and
"orthodoxy" affected the transmission of the documents over which many
of the debates were waged. He makes a crucial contribution to our
understanding of the social and intellectual history of early Christianity
and raises intriguing questions about the relationship of readers to their
texts, especially in an age when scribes could transform the documents
they reproduced. This edition includes a new afterword surveying
research in biblical interpretation over the past twenty years.

The Question of Canon - Michael ] Kruger 2020-05-21

For many years now, the topic of the New Testament canon has been the
main focus of my research and writing. It is an exciting field of study that
probes into questions that have long fascinated both scholars and laymen
alike, namely when and how these 27 books came to be regarded as a
new scriptural deposit. But, the story of the New Testament canon is
bigger than just the "when" and the "how". It is also, and perhaps most

fundamentally, about the "why". Why did Christians have a canon at all?
Does the canon exist because of some later decision or action of the
second- or third-century church? Or did it arise more naturally from
within the early Christian faith itself? Was the canon an extrinsic
phenomenon, or an intrinsic one? These are the questions this book is
designed to address. And these are not micro questions, but macro ones.
They address foundational and paradigmatic issues about the way we
view the canon. They force us to consider the larger framework through
which we conduct our research - whether we realized we had such a
framework or not. Of course, we are not the first to ask such questions
about why we have a canon. Indeed, for many scholars this question has
already been settled. The dominant view today, as we shall see below, is
that the New Testament is an extrinsic phenomenon; a later
ecclesiastical development imposed on books originally written for
another purpose. This is the framework through which much of modern
scholarship operates. And it is the goal of this volume to ask whether it is
a compelling one. To be sure, it is no easy task challenging the status
quo in any academic field. But, we should not be afraid to ask tough
questions. Likewise, the consensus position should not be afraid for them
to be asked.

Misquoting Jesus - Bart D. Ehrman 2007-02-06

For almost 1,500 years, the New Testament manuscripts were copied by
hand--and mistakes and intentional changes abound in the competing
manuscript versions. Religious and biblical scholar Bart Ehrman makes
the provocative case that many of our widely held beliefs concerning the
divinity of Jesus, the Trinity, and the divine origins of the Bible itself are
the results of both intentional and accidental alterations by scribes. In
this compelling and fascinating book, Ehrman shows where and why
changes were made in our earliest surviving manuscripts, explaining for
the first time how the many variations of our cherished biblical stories
came to be, and why only certain versions of the stories qualify for
publication in the Bibles we read today. Ehrman frames his account with
personal reflections on how his study of the Greek manuscripts made him
abandon his once ultra-conservative views of the Bible.

The Bible - Bart D. Ehrman 2018

Accessible to students of all religious backgrounds, this survey text
covers every book in the canon and explains the historical and literary
problems posed by the biblical texts. Comprehensive yet concise,
groundbreaking in scholarship, and rich in pedagogical tools, this is an
ideal textbook for one-semester courses on the Bible. Features
“Questions for review and reflection”, full colour illustrations (including
maps, time lines, charts and photos), “What to expect”, and “At a glance”
sections, as well as sections presenting certain issues in more depth.
Whose Word is It? - Bart D. Ehrman 2008-01-01

Leading biblical scholar Bart Ehrman reveals the many challenging and
even disturbing early variations of our cherished biblical stories.

The Apocryphal Gospels - Bart Ehrman 2011-07-21

Bart Ehrman--the New York Times bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus
and a recognized authority on the early Christian Church--and Zlatko
Plese here offer a groundbreaking, multi-lingual edition of the
Apocryphal Gospels, one that breathes new life into the non-canonical
texts that were once nearly lost to history. In The Apocryphal Gospels,
Ehrman and Plese present a rare compilation of over 40 ancient gospel
texts and textual fragments that do not appear in the New Testament.
This essential collection contains Gospels describing Jesus's infancy,
ministry, Passion, and resurrection, as well as the most controversial
manuscript discoveries of modern times, including the most significant
Gospel discovered in the 20th century--the Gospel of Thomas--and the
most recently discovered Gospel, the Gospel of Judas Iscariot. For the
first time ever, these sacred manuscripts are featured in the original
Greek, Latin, and Coptic languages, accompanied by fresh English
translations that appear next to the original texts, allowing for easy line
by line comparison. Also, each translation begins with a thoughtful
examination of key historical, literary, and textual issues that places each
Gospel in its proper context. The end result is a resource that enables
anyone interested in Christianity or the early Church to understand--
better than ever before--the deeper meanings of these apocryphal
Gospels. The Apocryphal Gospels is much more than an annotated guide
to the Gospels. Through its authoritative use of both native text and
engaging, accurate translations, it provides an unprecedented look at
early Christianity and the New Testament. This is an indispensable
volume for any reader interested in church history, antiquity, ancient
languages, or the Christian faith.



