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Churchill and Orwell - Thomas E. Ricks 2018-05-01

A New York Times bestseller! A New York Times Book Review Notable
Book of 2017 A dual biography of Winston Churchill and George Orwell,
who preserved democracy from the threats of authoritarianism, from the
left and right alike. Both George Orwell and Winston Churchill came close
to death in the mid-1930's—Orwell shot in the neck in a trench line in the
Spanish Civil War, and Churchill struck by a car in New York City. If they'd
died then, history would scarcely remember them. At the time, Churchill
was a politician on the outs, his loyalty to his class and party suspect.
Orwell was a mildly successful novelist, to put it generously. No one would
have predicted that by the end of the 20th century they would be
considered two of the most important people in British history for having
the vision and courage to campaign tirelessly, in words and in deeds,
against the totalitarian threat from both the left and the right. In a crucial
moment, they responded first by seeking the facts of the matter, seeing
through the lies and obfuscations, and then they acted on their beliefs.
Together, to an extent not sufficiently appreciated, they kept the West's
compass set toward freedom as its due north. It's not easy to recall now
how lonely a position both men once occupied. By the late 1930's,
democracy was discredited in many circles, and authoritarian rulers were
everywhere in the ascent. There were some who decried the scourge of
communism, but saw in Hitler and Mussolini "men we could do business
with," if not in fact saviors. And there were others who saw the Nazi and
fascist threat as malign, but tended to view communism as the path to
salvation. Churchill and Orwell, on the other hand, had the foresight to see
clearly that the issue was human freedom—that whatever its coloration, a
government that denied its people basic freedoms was a totalitarian
menace and had to be resisted. In the end, Churchill and Orwell proved
their age's necessary men. The glorious climax of Churchill and Orwell is
the work they both did in the decade of the 1940's to triumph over
freedom's enemies. And though Churchill played the larger role in the
defeat of Hitler and the Axis, Orwell's reckoning with the menace of
authoritarian rule in Animal Farm and 1984 would define the stakes of the
Cold War for its 50-year course, and continues to give inspiration to

fighters for freedom to this day. Taken together, in Thomas E. Ricks's

masterful hands, their lives are a beautiful testament to the power of moral
conviction, and to the courage it can take to stay true to it, through thick
and thin. Churchill and Orwell is a perfect gift for the holidays!

How To Lose Friends And Alienate People - Toby Young 2008-08-01

In 1995 high-flying British journalist Toby Young left London for New York
to become a contributing editor at Vanity Fair. Other Brits had taken
Manhattan-Alistair Cooke then, Anna Wintour now-so why couldn't he? But
things didn't quite go according to plan. Within the space of two years he
was fired from Vanity Fair, banned from the most fashionable bar in the
city, and couldn't get a date for love or money. Even the local AA group
wanted nothing to do with him. How to Lose Friends and Alienate People
is Toby Young's hilarious account of the five years he spent looking for
love in all the wrong places and steadily working his way down the New
York food chain, from glossy magazine editor to crash-test dummy for
interactive sex toys. But it's more than "the longest self-deprecating joke
since the complete works of Woody Allen" (Sunday Times); it's also a
seditious attack on the culture of celebrity from inside the belly of the
beast. And there's even a happy ending, as Toby Young marries-"for
proper, noncynical reasons," as he puts it-the woman of his dreams.
"Some people are lucky enough to stumble across the right path straight
away; most of us only discover what the right one is by going down the
wrong one first." "I'll rot in hell before | give that little bastard a quote for
his book." -- Julie Burchill "A relentlessly brilliant book-a What Makes
Sammy Run for the twenty-first century . . . the funniest, cleverest, most
touching new book I've read for as long as | can remember." -- Julie
Burchill, The Spectator

The Churchill Myths - Steven Fielding 2020-08-14

This is not a book about Winston Churchill. It is not principally about his
politics, nor his rhetorical imagination, nor even about the man himself.
Instead, it addresses the varied afterlives of the man and the persistent,
deeply located compulsion to bring him back from the dead, capturing and
explaining the significance of the various Churchill myths to Britain's
history and current politics. The authors look at Churchill's portrayal in
social memory. They demonstrate the ways in which politicians have often

used the idea of Churchill as a means of self-validation - using him to



show themselves as tough and honest players. They show the man
dramatized in film and television - an onscreen persona that is often the
product of a gratuitous mixing of fact and fantasy, one deliberately shaped
to meet the preferences of the presumed audience. They discuss his
legacy in light of the Brexit debate - showing how public figures on both
sides of the Leave/Remain debate were able to use elements of Churchill's
words and character to argue for their own point-of-view.

Life in the Fast Lane: The Johnson Guide to Cars - Boris Johnson
2008-09-04

He comes, he sees, he plays with the gadgets...

Churchill - Andrew Roberts 2018-11-06

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER One of The Wall Street Journal’s Ten
Best Books of 2018 One of The Economist’s Best Books of 2018 One of
The New York Times’s Notable Books of 2018 “Unarguably the best
single-volume biography of Churchill . . . A brilliant feat of storytelling,
monumental in scope, yet put together with tenderness for a man who had
always believed that he would be Britain’s savior.” —Wall Street Journal In
this landmark biography of Winston Churchill based on extensive new
material, the true genius of the man, statesman and leader can finally be
fully seen and understood--by the bestselling, award-winning author of
Napoleon and The Last King of America. When we seek an example of
great leaders with unalloyed courage, the person who comes to mind is
Winston Churchill: the iconic, visionary war leader immune from the
consensus of the day, who stood firmly for his beliefs when everyone
doubted him. But how did young Winston become Churchill? What gave
him the strength to take on the superior force of Nazi Germany when
bombs rained on London and so many others had caved? In Churchill,
Andrew Roberts gives readers the full and definitive Winston Churchill,
from birth to lasting legacy, as personally revealing as it is compulsively
readable. Roberts gained exclusive access to extensive new material:
transcripts of War Cabinet meetings, diaries, letters and unpublished
memoirs from Churchill's contemporaries. The Royal Family permitted
Roberts--in a first for a Churchill biographer--to read the detailed notes
taken by King George VI in his diary after his weekly meetings with
Churchill during World War Il. This treasure trove of access allows Roberts
to understand the man in revelatory new ways, and to identify the hidden
forces fueling Churchill's legendary drive. We think of Churchill as a hero
who saved civilization from the evils of Nazism and warned of the grave
crimes of Soviet communism, but Roberts's masterwork reveals that he
has as much to teach us about the challenges leaders face today--and the
fundamental values of courage, tenacity, leadership and moral conviction.
Churchill's Last Stand - Felix Klos 2017-09-30

After the Second World War, with much of Europe in ruins, the victorious
Winston Churchill swore to build a peace across Europe that would last a

generation.

No More Champagne - David Lough 2015-11-03

Meticulously researched by a senior private banker now turned historian,
No More Champagne reveals for the first time the full extent of the iconic
British war leader's private struggle to maintain a way of life instilled by his
upbringing and expected of his public position. Lough uses Churchill's own
most private records, many never researched before, to chronicle his
family's chronic shortage of money, his own extravagance and his
recurring losses from gambling or trading in shares and currencies.
Churchill tried to keep himself afloat by borrowing to the hilt, putting off
bills and writing 'all over the place'; when all else failed, he had to ask
family or friends to come to the rescue. Yet within five years he had taken
advantage of his worldwide celebrity to transform his private fortunes with
the same ruthlessness as he waged war, reaching 1945 with today's
equivalent of £3 million in the bank. His lucrative war memoirs were still to
come. Throughout the story, Lough highlights the threads of risk, energy,
persuasion, and sheer willpower to survive that link Churchill's private and
public lives. He shows how constant money pressures often tempted him
to short-circuit the ethical standards expected of public figures in his day
before usually pulling back to put duty first-except where the taxman was
involved.

The Literary Churchill - Jonathan Rose 2014-05-27

“An interesting and at times surprising account of Churchill's tastes as a
reader..many of [these] nuggets will be new even to Churchill
junkies.”—TheWall Street Journal This strikingly original book introduces a
Winston Churchill we haven’t known before. Award-winning author
Jonathan Rose explores Churchill’s careers as statesman and author,
revealing the profound influence of literature and theater on Churchill’s
personal, carefully composed grand story and the decisions he made
throughout his political life. In this expansive literary biography, Rose
provides an analysis of Churchill’s writings and their reception (he won the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1953 and was a best-selling author), and a
chronicle of his dealings with publishers, editors, literary agents, and
censors. The book also identifies an array of authors who shaped
Churchill’s own writings and politics: George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Wells,
Margaret Mitchell, George Orwell, Oscar Wilde, and many more. Rose
investigates the effect of Churchill’s passion for theater on his approach to
reportage, memoirs, and historical works. Perhaps most remarkably, Rose
reveals the unmistakable influence of Churchill’s reading on every
important episode of his public life, including his championship of social
reform, plans for the Gallipoli invasion, command during the Blitz, crusade
for Zionism, and efforts to prevent a nuclear arms race. Finally, Rose
traces the significance of Churchill’s writings to later generations of
politicians—among them President John F. Kennedy as he struggled to
extricate the U.S. from the Cuban Missile Crisis. “Immensely
enjoyable..This gracefully written book is an original and textured study of
Churchill’s imagination.”—The Washington Post

Altered Pasts - Richard J. Evans 2014-02-04



E A bullet misses its target in Sarajevo, a would-be Austrian painter gets
into the Viennese academy, Lord Halifax becomes British prime minister in
1940 instead of Churchill: seemingly minor twists of fate on which world-
shaking events might have hinged. Alternative history has long been the
stuff of parlor games, war-gaming, and science fiction, but over the past
few decades it has become a popular stomping ground for serious
historians. The historian Richard J. Evans now turns a critical, slightly
jaundiced eye on a subject typically the purview of armchair historians.
The bookOs main concern is examining the intellectual fallout from
historical counterfactuals, which the author defines as Oalternative
versions of the past in which one alteration in the timeline leads to a
different outcome from the one we know actually occurred.O What if
Britain had stood at the sidelines during the First World War? What if the
Wehrmacht had taken Moscow? The author offers an engaging and
insightful introduction to the genre, while discussing the reasons for its
revival in popularity, the role of historical determinism, and the often
hidden agendas of the counterfactual historian. Most important, Evans
takes counterfactual history seriously, looking at the insights, pitfalls, and
intellectual implications of changing one thread in the weave of history. A
wonderful critical introduction to an often-overlooked genre for scholars
and casual readers of history alike.

The Digested Read - John Crace 2005-12

Literary ombudsman John Crace never met an important book he didn't
like to deconstruct. From Salman Rushdie to John Grisham, Crace retells
the big books in just 500 bitingly satirical words, pointing his pen at the
clunky plots, stylistic tics and pretensions of Big Ideas, as he turns
publishers' golden dream books into dross.

Churchill - Martin Gilbert 2014-06-05

“A richly textured and deeply moving portrait of greatness” (Los Angeles
Times). In this masterful book, prize-winning historian and authorized
Churchill biographer Martin Gilbert weaves together the research from his
eight-volume biography of the elder statesman into one single volume, and
includes new information unavailable at the time of the original work’s
publication. Spanning Churchill’s youth, education, and early military
career, his journalistic work, and the arc of his political leadership,
Churchill: A Life details the great man’s indelible contribution to Britain’s
foreign policy and internal social reform. With eyewitness accounts and
interviews with Churchill’s contemporaries, including friends, family
members, and career adversaries, it provides a revealing picture of the
personal life, character, ambition, and drive of one of the world’s most
remarkable leaders. “A full and rounded examination of Churchill’s life,
both in its personal and political aspects . . . Gilbert describes the painful
decade of Churchill’s political exile (1929-1939) and shows how it
strengthened him and prepared him for his role in the ‘hour of supreme
crisis’ as Britain’s wartime leader. A lucid, comprehensive and authoritative

life of the man considered by many to have been the outstanding public

figure of the 20th century.” —Publishers Weekly “Mr. Gilbert’s job was to
bring alive before his readers a man of extraordinary genius and scarcely
less extraordinary destiny. He has done so triumphantly.” —The New York
Times Book Review

Off the Sidelines - Kirsten Gillibrand 2014-09-09

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER e United States Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand recounts her personal journey in public service and galvanizes
women to make a meaningful difference in the world around them. “One
of the most helpful, readable, down-to-earth, and truly democratic books
ever to come out of the halls of power.”—Gloria Steinem Off the Sidelines
is a playbook for women who want to step up, whether in Congress or the
boardroom or the local PTA. If women were fully represented in politics,
Gillibrand says, national priorities would shift to issues that directly impact
them: affordable daycare, paid family medical leave, and equal pay.
Pulling back the curtain on Beltway politics, she speaks candidly about her
legislative successes (securing federally funded medical care for 9/11 first
responders, repealing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell) and her crushing
disappointments (failing by five votes to pass a bill protecting survivors of
sexual assault in the military). Gillibrand also shares stories of growing up
the daughter and granddaughter of two trailblazing feminists in a politically
active family in Albany, New York, and retraces her nonlinear path to
public office. She lays bare the highs and lows of being a young
(pregnant!) woman in Congress, the joys and sacrifices every working
mother shares, and the support system she turns to in her darkest
moments: her husband, their two little boys, and lots of girlfriends. In Off
the Sidelines, Gillibrand is the tough-love older sister and cheerleader
every woman needs. She explains why “ambition” is not a dirty word,
failure is a gift, listening is the most effective tool, and the debate over
women “having it all” is absurd at best and demeaning at worst. In her
sharp, honest, and refreshingly relatable voice, she dares us all to tap into
our inner strength, find personal fulfillment, and speak up for what we
believe in. Praise for Off the Sidelines “Gillibrand has written a handbook
for the next generation of women to redefine their role in our
world.”—Arianna Huffington “There are moments of immensely appealing
self-disclosure that seldom appear in other books of this genre. . . . This
isn’t your mother’s political memoir.”—The New York Times Book Review
The Last Prince of the Mexican Empire - C. M. Mayo 2010-05-01

The Last Prince of the Mexican Empire is a sweeping historical novel of
Mexico during the short, tragic, at times surreal, reign of Emperor
Maximilian and his court. Even as the American Civil War raged north of
the border, a clique of Mexican conservative exiles and clergy convinced
Louis Napoleon to invade Mexico and install the Archduke of Austria,
Maximilian von Habsburg, as Emperor. A year later, the childless
Maximilian took custody of the two year old, half-American, Prince
AgustA-n de lturbide y Green, making the toddler the Heir Presumptive.

Maximilian’s reluctance to return the child to his distraught parents, even



as his empire began to fall, and the Empress Carlota descended into
madness, ignited an international scandal. This lush, grand read is based
on the true story and illuminates both the cultural roots of Mexico and the
political development of the Americas. But it is made all the more
captivating by the depth of Mayo’s writing and her understanding of the
pressures and influences on these all too human players.

The English Job - Jack Straw 2020-09-29

Amongst British diplomats, there's a poignant joke that 'lran is the only
country in the world which still regards the United Kingdom as a
superpower'. For many Iranians, it's not a joke at all. The past two
centuries are littered with examples of Britain reshaping Iran to suit its own
ends, from dominating its oil, tobacco and banking industries to removing
its democratically elected Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, in a
1953 US-UK coup. All this, and the bloody experience of the Iran-Iraq
War of 1980-88, when the country stood alone against an act of
unprovoked aggression by Saddam Hussein, has left many Iranians with
an unwavering mistrust of the West generally and the UK in particular.
Today, ordinary Iranians live with an economy undermined by sanctions
and corruption, the media strictly controlled, and a hardline regime seeking
to maintain its power by demonising outsiders. With tensions rising sharply
between Tehran and the West, former Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
unveils a richly detailed account of Britain's turbulent relationship with Iran,
illuminating the culture, psychology and history of a much-misunderstood
nation. Informed by Straw's wealth of experience negotiating Iran's
labyrinthine internal politics, The English Job is a powerful, clear-sighted
and compelling portrait of an extraordinary country.

Shakespeare - Boris Johnson 2017

Dinner with Churchill - Cita Stelzer 2013-01-08

This engaging biography invites readers to dinner with Winston Churchill
and his political guests in the years surrounding WWII. A friend once said
of Winston Churchill: “He is a man of simple tastes; he is quite easily
satisfied with the best of everything.” But for Churchill, dinners were about
more than good food, excellent champagnes, and Havana cigars.
“Everything” included the opportunity to use the table both as a stage on
which to display his brilliant conversational talents and as an intimate
setting in which to glean gossip and diplomatic insights and to argue for
the many policies he espoused over his long political career. In this
riveting, informative, and entertaining account, Cita Stelzer draws on
previously untapped material, diaries of guests, and a wide variety of other
sources to tell of some of the key dinners at which Churchill presided
before, during, and after World War Il. An “acutely revealing” and
eloquent look at one of Great Britain’s most impactful prime ministers,
Dinner with Churchill offers delicious new insights into the food, cocktails,
and conversations that shaped history (The Times Literary Supplement).

Winston S. Churchill: World in Torment, 1916—-1922 - Martin Gilbert

2015-04-06

The fourth volume in the official biography—“The most scholarly study of
Churchill in war and peace ever written” (Herbert Mitgang, The New York
Times). Covering the years 1916 to 1922, Martin Gilbert’s fascinating
account carefully traces Churchill’s wide-ranging activities and shows how,
by his persuasive oratory, administrative skill, and masterful contributions
to Cabinet discussions, Churchill regained, only a few years after the
disaster of the Dardanelles, a leading position in British political life.
Included are many dramatic and controversial episodes: the German
breakthrough on the Western Front in March 1918, the anti-Bolshevik
intervention in 1919, negotiating the Irish Treaty, consolidating the Jewish
National Home in Palestine, and the Chanak crisis with Turkey. In all
these, and many other events, Churchill’s leading role is explained and
illuminated in Martin Gilbert’s precise, masterful style. In a moving final
chapter, covering a period when Churchill was without a seat in Parliament
for the first time since 1900, Martin Gilbert brilliantly draws together the
many strands of a time in Churchill’s life when his political triumphs were
overshadowed by personal sorrows, by his increasingly somber reflections
on the backward march of nations and society, and by his stark forecasts
of dangers to come. “A milestone, a monument, a magisterial achievement
. . . Rightly regarded as the most comprehensive life ever written of any
age.” —Andrew Roberts, historian and author of The Storm of War
Winston Churchill, Myth and Reality - Richard M. Langworth 2017-07-14
Winston Churchill, indispensable when liberty was in peril, died in 1965.
Yet he is still accused of numerous sins, from alcoholism and racism to
misogyny and warmongering. On the Internet, he simmers in a stew of
imagined misdeeds--using poison gas, firebombing Dresden, causing the
Bengal famine, and so on. Drawing on the author's fifty years of research
and writing on Churchill, this book uncovers scores of myths surrounding
him--the popular and the obscure--to reveal what he really said and did
about many issues. Churchill had two personas--one that thought deeply
about the nature of humanity, and one that helped solve seemingly
intractable problems. In his many decades in public life, he made
mistakes, but his faults were well eclipsed by his virtues.

Eric Hobsbawm - Richard J. Evans 2019-03-29

Eric Hobsbawm's works have had a nearly incalculable effect across
generations of readers and students, influencing more than the practice of
history but also the perception of it. Born in Alexandria, Egypt, of second-
generation British parents, Hobsbawm was orphaned at age fourteen in
1931. Living with an uncle in Berlin, he experienced the full force of world
economic depression, and in the charged reaction to it in Germany was
forced to choose between Nazism and Communism, which was no choice
at all. Hobsbawm's lifelong allegiance to Communism inspired his
pioneering work in social history, particularly the trilogy for which he is
most famous--The Age of Revolution, The Age of Capital, and The Age of

Empire--covering what he termed "the long nineteenth century" in Europe.



Selling in the millions of copies, these held sway among generations of
readers, some of whom went on to have prominent careers in politics and
business. In this comprehensive biography of Hobsbawm, acclaimed
historian Richard Evans (author of The Third Reich Trilogy, among other
works) offers both a living portrait and vital insight into one of the most
influential intellectual figures of the twentieth century. Using exclusive and
unrestricted access to the unpublished material, Evans places
Hobsbawm's writings within their historical and political context.
Hobsbawm's Marxism made him a controversial figure but also, uniquely
and universally, someone who commanded respect even among those
who did not share-or who even outright rejected-his political beliefs. Eric
Hobsbawm: A Life in History gives us one of the 20th century's most
colorful and intellectually compelling figures. It is an intellectual life of the
century itself.

The Wit and Wisdom of Boris Johnson - Harry Mount 2019-09-05

A return to the wit and wisdom of Boris Johnson — Brexiteer, Foreign
Secretary, Prime Minister. New and updated edition. 2019 - the year that
Boris took on the 'lingering gloomadon-poppers', pledged to steer the UK
between the 'Scylla and Charybdis of Corbyn and Farage' and into the
calmer waters of political freedom. Of course there was always bound to
be 'a bit of plaster coming off the ceilings of Europe's Chanceries'. Harry
Mount has updated his edited collection of the Prime Minister's wit and
wisdom with three new chapters dealing with Boris's time as Brexiteer-in-
chief; Foreign Secretary and 'On the Threshold of Downing Street'. He
describes Boris's Brexit campaign, his leadership breakdown in 2016, his
ups and downs as Foreign Secretary, his time outside the political
establishment, his turbulent private life and how Boris felt it was his
manifest destiny to become the Prime Minister. So buckle up for a riotous
tour of the million-pound NHS funder, golden wonder, pro-having, pro-
eating blond behemoth. This is the Wit and Wisdom of Boris Johnson.
Winston Churchill - Richard Toye 2017-01-12

Winston Churchill is a renowned historical figure, whose remarkable
political and military career continues to enthral. This book consists of
short, highly readable chapters on key aspects of Churchill's career.
Written by leading experts, the chapters draw on documents from
Churchill's extensive personal papers as well as cutting—edge scholarship.
Ranging from Churchill's youthful statesmanship to the period of the Cold
War, the volume considers his military strategy during both World Wars as
well as dealing with the social, political and economic issues that helped
define the Churchillian era. Suitable for those coming to Churchill for the
first time, as well as providing new insights for those already familiar with
his life, this is a sparkling collection of essays that provides an
enlightening history of Churchill and his era.

The Churchill Factor - Boris Johnson 2015-10-27

From London’s inimitable mayor, Boris Johnson, the New York

Times-bestselling story of how Churchill’s eccentric genius shaped not

only his world but our own. On the fiftieth anniversary of Churchill’s death,
Boris Johnson celebrates the singular brilliance of one of the most
important leaders of the twentieth century. Taking on the myths and
misconceptions along with the outsized reality, he portrays—with
characteristic wit and passion—a man of contagious bravery, breathtaking
eloquence, matchless strategizing, and deep humanity. Fearless on the
battlefield, Churchill had to be ordered by the king to stay out of action on
D-day; he pioneered aerial bombing and few could match his experience
in organizing violence on a colossal scale, yet he hated war and scorned
politicians who had not experienced its horrors. He was the most famous
journalist of his time and perhaps the greatest orator of all time, despite a
lisp and the chronic depression he kept at bay by painting. His
maneuvering positioned America for entry into World War Il, even as it
ushered in England’s postwar decline. His open-mindedness made him a
trailblazer in health care, education, and social welfare, though he
remained incorrigibly politically incorrect. Most of all, he was a rebuttal to
the idea that history is the story of vast and impersonal forces; he is proof

that one person—intrepid, ingenious, determined—can make all the

difference.
The Rod of an Almond Tree in God's Master Plan - Peter A. Michas 1997

Winston Churchill - Richard Toye 2020

A books which traces Churchill's life in the news from cradle to grave,
showing how tensions between tradition and novelty played into his
constantly evolving media image.

Churchill and the Jews - Martin Gilbert 2008-09-02

Details Churchill's support for Jewish rights while maintaining concerns for
British interests in the Arab world through an examination of sources
including private papers, speeches, and personal correspondence.
Churchill - Winston Churchill 2012-06-05

A collection of the best and most quoted speeches and writings of Nobel
Prize-winner Winston Churchill Winston Churchill knew the power of
words. In speeches, books, and articles, he expressed his feelings and
laid out his vision for the future. His wartime writings and speeches have
fascinated generation after generation with their powerful narrative style
and thoughtful reflection. Martin Gilbert, Churchill's official biographer, has
chosen passages that express the essence of Churchill's thoughts and
describe-in his own inimitable words-the main adventures of his life and
the main crises of his career. From first to last, they give insight into his
life, how it evolved, and how he made his mark on the British and world
stage.

Seventy-two Virgins - Boris Johnson 2005

The American President, on a State Visit to Britain is giving a major
address to a top-level audience in Westminster Hall. Ferocious security is
provided by a joint force of the United States Secret Service and Scotland

Yard. Then a stolen ambulance runs into trouble with the Parking



Authorities. A hapless Member of Parliament, having mislaid his crucial
pass, is barred from Westminster, his bicycle regarded as a potential lethal
weapon. And a man going by the name of Jones, although born in
Karachi, successfully slips through the barriers, and whole new ball game
starts

Churchill - Paul Johnson 2009-11-03

From the “most celebrated and best-loved British historian in America”
(Wall Street Journal), an elegant, concise, and revealing portrait of
Winston Churchill In Churchill, eminent historian Paul Johnson offers a
lively, succinct exploration of one of the most complex and fascinating
personalities in history. Winston Churchill's hold on contemporary readers
has never slackened, and Johnson’s analysis casts new light on his
extraordinary life and times. Johnson illuminates the various phases of
Churchill's career—from his adventures as a young cavalry officer in the
service of the empire to his role as an elder statesman prophesying the
advent of the Cold War—and shows how Churchill's immense adaptability
and innate pugnacity made him a formidable leader for the better part of a
century. Johnson's narration of Churchill's many triumphs and setbacks,
rich with anecdote and quotation, illustrates the man's humor, resilience,
courage, and eccentricity as no other biography before, and is sure to
appeal to historians and general nonfiction readers alike.

Churchill's Empire - Richard Toye 2011-02-28

‘l have not become the King’s First Minister in order to preside over the
liquidation of the British Empire.” These notorious words, spoken by
Churchill in 1942, encapsulate his image as an imperial die-hard,
implacably opposed to colonial freedom — a reputation that has prevailed,
and which Churchill willingly embraced to further his policies. Yet, as a
youthful minister at the Colonial Office before World War [, his political
opponents had seen him as a Little Englander and a danger to the
Empire. Placing Churchill in the context of his times and his
contemporaries, Richard Toye evaluates his position on key Imperial
questions and examines what was conventional about Churchill’s opinions
and what was unique. Combining a lightness of touch and entertaining
storytelling with expert and insightful analysis, the result is a vivid and
dynamic account of a remarkable man and an extraordinary era.
'Wonderfully informative' Daily Telegraph 'Excellent' Spectator ‘Mature,
intelligent, thoughtful, judicious’ Washington Times ‘One of Britain's
smartest young historians’ Independent

Just Boris - Sonia Purnell 2011-09-22

A major and controversial new biography of one of the most compelling
and contradictory figures in modern British life. Born Alexander Boris de
Pfeffel Johnson, to most of us he is just ‘Boris’ — the only politician of the
age to be regarded in such familiar, even affectionate terms. Uniquely, he
combines comedy with erudition, gimlet-eyed focus with jokey self-
deprecation, and is a loving family man with a roving eye. He is also a

hugely ambitious figure with seemingly no huge ambitions to pursue -

other than, perhaps, power itself. In this revealing biography, written from
the vantage point of a once close colleague, Sonia Purnell examines how
a shy, young boy from a broken home became our only box-office
politician — and most unlikely sex god; how the Etonian product fond of
Latin tags became a Man of the People — and why he wanted to be; how
the gaffe-prone buffoon charmed Londonders to win the largest personal
mandate Britain has ever seen; and how the Johnson family built our
biggest — and blondest — media and political dynasty. The first forensic
account of a remarkable rise to fame and power, Just Boris unravels this
most compelling of political enigmas and asks whether the Mayor who
dreams of crossing the Thames to Downing Street has what it takes to be
Prime Minister.

Napoleon the Great - Andrew Roberts 2016-05-27

From Andrew Roberts, author of the Sunday Times bestseller The Storm
of War, this is the definitive modern biography of Napoleon It has become
all too common for Napoleon Bonaparte's biographers to approach him as
a figure to be reviled, bent on world domination, practically a proto-Hitler.
Here, after years of study extending even to visits paid to St Helena and
53 of Napoleon's 56 battlefields, Andrew Roberts has created a true
portrait of the mind, the life, and the military and above all political genius
of a fundamentally constructive ruler. This is the Napoleon, Roberts
reminds us, whose peacetime activity produced countless indispensable
civic innovations - and whose Napoleonic Code provided the blueprint for
civil law systems still in use around the world today. It is one of the
greatest lives in world history, which here has found its ideal biographer.
The sheer enjoyment which this book will give anyone who loves history is
enormous.

Leaders - Stanley McChrystal 2018-10-23

An instant national bestseller! Stanley McChrystal, the retired US Army
general and bestselling author of Team of Teams, profiles thirteen of
history’s great leaders, including Walt Disney, Coco Chanel, and Robert E.
Lee, to show that leadership is not what you think it is—and never was.
Stan McChrystal served for thirty-four years in the US Army, rising from a
second lieutenant in the 82nd Airborne Division to a four-star general, in
command of all American and coalition forces in Afghanistan. During those
years he worked with countless leaders and pondered an ancient question:
“What makes a leader great?” He came to realize that there is no simple
answer. McChrystal profiles thirteen famous leaders from a wide range of
eras and fields—from corporate CEOs to politicians and revolutionaries. He
uses their stories to explore how leadership works in practice and to
challenge the myths that complicate our thinking about this critical topic.
With Plutarch’s Lives as his model, McChrystal looks at paired sets of
leaders who followed unconventional paths to success. For instance. . . -
Walt Disney and Coco Chanel built empires in very different ways. Both
had public personas that sharply contrasted with how they lived in private.

- Maximilien Robespierre helped shape the French Revolution in the



eighteenth century; Abu Musab al-Zargawi led the jihadist insurgency in
Iraq in the twenty-first. We can draw surprising lessons from them about
motivation and persuasion. - Both Boss Tweed in nineteenth-century New
York and Margaret Thatcher in twentieth-century Britain followed unlikely
roads to the top of powerful institutions. - Martin Luther and his future
namesake Martin Luther King Jr., both local clergymen, emerged from
modest backgrounds to lead world-changing movements. Finally,
McChrystal explores how his former hero, General Robert E. Lee, could
seemingly do everything right in his military career and yet lead the
Confederate Army to a devastating defeat in the service of an immoral
cause. Leaders will help you take stock of your own leadership, whether
you’re part of a small team or responsible for an entire nation.
Brexiternity - Denis MacShane 2019-10-17

Never in the lifetime of most British adults has there been such uncertainty
about the future of the political and governing institutions of the state.
Brexit has the potential to change everything — from the shape of
government institutions, to the main political parties, from Britain's
relationship with its near neighbour Ireland to its international trading. The
idealists of the Leave campaign won their vote in 2016. But now the
realists are gently taking over. Here, Denis MacShane explains how the
Brexit process will be long and full of difficulties — arguing that a
'‘Brexiternity' of negotiations and internal political wrangling in Britain lies
ahead.

Boris Johnson - Tom Bower 2021-06-10

Have | Got Views for You - Boris Johnson 2008

Focusing on Diana, the age of self-expression, the end of culture, the
moment of the "Yuppies', and liberty versus freedom, Boris Johnson turns
his attention to the culture, manners and morals of contemporary British
society.

Call Me No Hero - R. A. Sheats 2016-04-11

"Call Me No Hero" is the true story of Ernest "Boots" Thomas and his
friend Jim Sledge, two young boys whose lives were dramatically changed
by the arrival of the Second World War. Born and raised in rural Florida
during the days of the Great Depression, Ernest and Jim's boyhood
dreams and aspirations were quickly forgotten when their nation entered
World War Two. Jim entered the Air Corps after graduating high school
while young Ernest enlisted in the Marine Corps, pledging to do his part in
protecting his family and his home. During the American drive against the
Japanese in the Pacific, Ernest found himself catapulted into national fame
as he and his platoon landed on the volcanic shores of Iwo Jima and
raised a flag that would be seen around the world.With the use of letters,
journals, and first-hand accounts, "Call Me No Hero" brings to life this
captivating tale of valor, self-sacrifice, and the solemn duty of honoring
those who have fallen.

The Essential Boris Johnson - Boris Johnson 2003

He has also interviewed many of the key figures in the political and
cultural worlds over the last sixteen years and addresses what these
personalities tell of our age.

The Dream of Rome - Boris Johnson 2007

The Romans created the most successful and longest-lasting empire in
history. They conquered and civilised a territory that stretched from
Scotland to Libya, from Portugal to Iraq - and then ran it for more than 400
years. The dream of Rome has lived on in the memory of European
leaders ever since, and one after the other they have tried to imitate the
Roman achievement. Charlemagne tried it. Napoleon tried it. And now the
European Union can be seen as the latest attempt to rediscover the unity
of the Roman empire. So how did the Romans pull it off? Boris Johnson
has long been fascinated by the Roman achievement - how they managed
to weld the peoples of Europe together, and how they created a cultural
and political identity that is proving so elusive to us in Europe today. Here
he presents an account of how they financed and organised the state. He
explains the miraculous process by which people wanted to become
Roman citizens and, for the first time, to share a common European
identity.With minimal regulation, and a tiny bureaucracy, the Romans
created the first single European market, complete with single currency -
and all with an army that represented a very small percentage of the
population. What was their magic? This is the first book to examine the
Roman system in detail, as a way of casting light on the challenges we
face today. It is full of the wonderful scenes and extraordinary characters
who made our civilisation, and who still inspire the dream of Rome.

Ways and Means - Roger Lowenstein 2023-03-07

“Captivating . . . [Lowenstein] makes what subsequently occurred at
Treasury and on Wall Street during the early 1860s seem as enthralling as
what transpired on the battlefield or at the White House.” —Harold Holzer,
Wall Street Journal “Ways and Means, an account of the Union’s financial
policies, examines a subject long overshadowed by military narratives . . .
Lowenstein is a lucid stylist, able to explain financial matters to readers
who lack specialized knowledge.” —Eric Foner, New York Times Book
Review From renowned journalist and master storyteller Roger
Lowenstein, a revelatory financial investigation into how Lincoln and his
administration used the funding of the Civil War as the catalyst to
centralize the government and accomplish the most far-reaching reform in
the country’s history Upon his election to the presidency, Abraham Lincoln
inherited a country in crisis. Even before the Confederacy’s secession, the
United States Treasury had run out of money. The government had no
authority to raise taxes, no federal bank, no currency. But amid
unprecedented troubles Lincoln saw opportunity—the chance to legislate in
the centralizing spirit of the “more perfect union” that had first drawn him
to politics. With Lincoln at the helm, the United States would now govern
“for” its people: it would enact laws, establish a currency, raise armies,

underwrite transportation and higher education, assist farmers, and impose



taxes for them. Lincoln believed this agenda would foster the economic
opportunity he had always sought for upwardly striving Americans, and
which he would seek in particular for enslaved Black Americans. Salmon
Chase, Lincoln’s vanquished rival and his new secretary of the Treasury,
waged war on the financial front, levying taxes and marketing bonds while
desperately battling to contain wartime inflation. And while the Union and
Rebel armies fought increasingly savage battles, the Republican-led
Congress enacted a blizzard of legislation that made the government, for
the first time, a powerful presence in the lives of ordinary Americans. The
impact was revolutionary. The activist 37th Congress legislated for
homesteads and a transcontinental railroad and involved the federal
government in education, agriculture, and eventually immigration policy. It
established a progressive income tax and created the greenback—paper
money. While the Union became self-sustaining, the South plunged into
financial free fall, having failed to leverage its cotton wealth to finance the

war. Founded in a crucible of anticentralism, the Confederacy was trapped

in a static (and slave-based) agrarian economy without federal taxing
power or other means of government financing, save for its overworked
printing presses. This led to an epic collapse. Though Confederate troops
continued to hold their own, the North’s financial advantage over the
South, where citizens increasingly went hungry, proved decisive; the war
was won as much (or more) in the respective treasuries as on the
battlefields. Roger Lowenstein reveals the largely untold story of how
Lincoln used the urgency of the Civil War to transform a union of states
into a nation. Through a financial lens, he explores how this second
American revolution, led by Lincoln, his cabinet, and a Congress studded
with towering statesmen, changed the direction of the country and
established a government of the people, by the people, and for the people.
Young Titan - Michael Shelden 2014-03-25

An account of the World War Il prime minister's early career covers his
contributions to building a modern navy, his experimentations with radical

social reforms, and his lesser-known romantic pursuits.



