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Complete Short Stories - Elizabeth Taylor 2012-06-21
Elizabeth Taylor is finally being recognised as an
important British author: one of great subtlety, great
compassion and great depth - Sarah Waters Elizabeth
Taylor, highly acclaimed author of classic novels such
as Angel, A Game of Hide and Seek and Mrs Palfrey at the
Claremont, is also renowned for her powerful, acutely
observed stories. Here for the first time, the stories -
including some only recently rediscovered - are
collected in one volume. From the awkward passions of
lonely holiday-makers to the anticipation of three
school friends preparing for their first dance, from the
minor jealousies and triumphs of marriage to tales of
outsiders struggling to adapt to the genteel English
countryside, with a delicate, witty touch Elizabeth
Taylor illuminates the nuances of ordinary lives. Books

included in the VMC 40th anniversary series include:
Frost in May by Antonia White; The Collected Stories of
Grace Paley; Fire from Heaven by Mary Renault; The Magic
Toyshop by Angela Carter; The Weather in the Streets by
Rosamond Lehmann; Deep Water by Patricia Highsmith; The
Return of the Soldier by Rebecca West; Their Eyes Were
Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston; Heartburn by Nora
Ephron; The Dud Avocado by Elaine Dundy; Memento Mori by
Muriel Spark; A View of the Harbour by Elizabeth Taylor;
and Faces in the Water by Janet Frame

55, Underemployed, and Faking Normal - Elizabeth White
2020-01-28

A practical plan for the millions of people in their
fifties and sixties who find themselves out of work,
unable to find a job, and financially incapable of
retiring, Elizabeth White shows how to get past any
blame or shame, overcome denial, and find a path to a
new normal. Elizabeth White has an impressive resume,
which includes advanced degrees from Harvard and Johns




Hopkins and a distinguished employment history. She
started a business that failed and then tried to reenter
the work force in her mid-fifties, only to learn that
there is little demand for workers her age. For a while
Elizabeth lived in denial, but then had to adjust to her
new reality, shedding the gym membership, getting a
roommate, forgoing restaurant meals, and so on. She soon
learned she wasn’t alone: there are millions of
Americans in her predicament and worse, exhausted from
trying to survive and overcome every day. In 55,
Underemployed, and Faking Normal, Elizabeth invites you
to look beyond your immediate circumstances to what is
possible in the new normal of financial insecurity.
You're in your fifties and sixties, and may have saved
nothing or not nearly enough to retire. It’s too late
for blame or shame—and it wouldn’t help anyway. What you
want to know is what you can do now to have a shot at a
decent retirement. “This relevant and well-researched
book will appeal not only to those 55 plus, but to the
generation coming right behind them who may face similar
issues” (Booklist, starred review). 55, Underemployed,
and Faking Normal is a must-have for anyone whose income
has suddenly diminished or even disappeared. “Providing
practical solutions with a focus on retirement and
maximizing savings, White maintains authority with a
realistic, empathetic tone throughout. This deeply
useful work will resonate with aging readers of all
income levels and situations” (Publishers Weekly). If
you're ready to get serious about feeling good again,
this book is for you.

The Sleeping Beauty - Elizabeth Taylor 2011-11-03
INTRODUCED BY DAVID BADDIEL 'Elizabeth Taylor is finally
being recognised as an important British author: an
author of great subtlety, great compassion and great

depth. As a reader, I have found huge pleasure in
returning to Taylor's novels and short stories many
times over. As a writer I've returned to her too - in
awe of her achievements, and trying to work out how she
does it' SARAH WATERS Vinny Tumulty is a quiet, sensible
man. When he goes to stay at a seaside town, his task is
to comfort Isabella, a bereaved friend, and and he is
prepared for a solemn few days of tears and consolation.
But on the evening of his arrival, he looks out of the
window at the sunset and catches sight of a beautiful
woman walking by the seashore. Before the week is over
Vinny has fallen in love, completely and utterly, for
the first time in his middle-aged life. Emily, though,
is a sleeping beauty, her secluded life hiding bitter
secrets from the past.

The Devastating Boys and Other Stories - Elizabeth
Taylor 1985

Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont - Elizabeth Taylor
2021-12-21

A blackly humorous story of loneliness, deception, and
life in old age by one of the most accomplished
novelists of the twentieth century. On a rainy Sunday
afternoon in January, the recently widowed Mrs. Palfrey
moves to the Claremont Hotel in South Kensington. “If
it’'s not nice, I needn’t stay,” she promises herself, as
she settles into this haven for the genteel and the
decayed. “Three elderly widows and one old man .
seemed to dislike female company and seldom got any
other kind” serve for her fellow residents, and there is
the staff, too, and they are one and all lonely. What is
Mrs. Palfrey to do with herself now that she has all the
time in the world? Go for a walk. Go to a museum. Go to
the end of the block. Well, she does have her grandson

. who



who works at the British Museum, and he is sure to visit
any day. Mrs. Palfrey prides herself on having always
known “the right thing to do,” but in this new situation
she discovers that resource is much reduced. Before she
knows it, in fact, she tries something else. Elizabeth
Taylor’s final and most popular novel is as unsparing as
it is, ultimately, heartbreaking.

The Strudlhof Steps - Heimito von Doderer 2021-12-14

The first English translation of an essential Austrian
novel about life in early-twentieth-century Vienna, as
seen through a wide and varied cast of characters. The
Strudlhof Steps is an unsurpassed portrait of Vienna in
the early twentieth century, a vast novel crowded with
characters ranging from an elegant, alcoholic Prussian
aristocrat to an innocent ingenue to “respectable”
shopkeepers and tireless sexual adventurers, bohemians,
grifters, and honest working-class folk. The greatest
character in the book, however, is Vienna, which Heimito
von Doderer renders as distinctly as James Joyce does
Dublin or Alfred DOblin does Berlin. Interweaving two
time periods, 1908 to 1911 and 1923 to 1925, the novel
takes the monumental eponymous outdoor double staircase
as a governing metaphor for its characters’ intersecting
and diverging fates. The Strudlhof Steps is an
experimental tour de force with the suspense and
surprise of a soap opera. Here Doderer illuminates the
darkness of passing years with the dazzling extravagance
that is uniquely his.

When We Cease to Understand the World - Benjamin Labatut
2021-09-28

One of The New York Times Book Review’s 10 Best Books of
2021 Shortlisted for the 2021 International Booker Prize
and the 2021 National Book Award for Translated
Literature A fictional examination of the lives of real-

life scientists and thinkers whose discoveries resulted
in moral consequences beyond their imagining. When We
Cease to Understand the World is a book about the
complicated links between scientific and mathematical
discovery, madness, and destruction. Fritz Haber,
Alexander Grothendieck, Werner Heisenberg, Erwin
Schrodinger—these are some of luminaries into whose
troubled lives Benjamin Labatut thrusts the reader,
showing us how they grappled with the most profound
guestions of existence. They have strokes of
unparalleled genius, alienate friends and lovers,
descend into isolation and insanity. Some of their
discoveries reshape human life for the better; others
pave the way to chaos and unimaginable suffering. The
lines are never clear. At a breakneck pace and with a
wealth of disturbing detail, Labatut uses the
imaginative resources of fiction to tell the stories of
the scientists and mathematicians who expanded our
notions of the possible.

The Great Passion - James Runcie 2022-03-15

From acclaimed bestselling author James Runcie, a
meditation on grief and music, told through the story of
Bach's writing of the St. Matthew Passion. In 1727,
Stefan Silbermann is a grief-stricken thirteen-year-old,
struggling with the death of his mother and his removal
to a school in distant Leipzig. Despite his father's
insistence that he try not to think of his mother too
much, Stefan is haunted by her absence, and, to make
matters worse, he's bullied by his new classmates. But
when the school's cantor, Johann Sebastian Bach, takes
notice of his new pupil's beautiful singing voice and
draws him from the choir to be a soloist, Stefan's life
is permanently changed. Over the course of the next
several months, and under Bach's careful tutelage,



Stefan's musical skill progresses, and he is allowed to
work as a copyist for Bach's many musical works. But
mainly, drawn into Bach's family life and away from the
cruelty in the dorms and the lonely hours of his
mourning, Stefan begins to feel at home. When another
tragedy strikes, this time in the Bach family, Stefan
bears witness to the depths of grief, the horrors of
death, the solace of religion, and the beauty that can
spring from even the most profound losses. Joyous,
revelatory, and deeply moving, The Great Passion is an
imaginative tour de force that tells the story of what
it was like to sing, play, and hear Bach's music for the
very first time.

Analytical Human Geography - Peter J. Ambrose 1969

Frost In May - Antonia White 2011-02-17

'"Frost in May is the unsurpassed novel of convent school
life. This story of a clash between a determined young
girl and an authoritarian regime is both perceptive and
painfully emotional, convincing in every detail' -
Hermione Lee, Observer With a new introduction by Tessa
Hadley Nanda Gray, the daughter of a Catholic convert,
is nine when she is sent to the Convent of Five Wounds.
Quick-witted, resilient and eager to please, she accepts
this closed world where, with all the enthusiasm of the
outsider, her desires and passions become only those the
school permits. Her only deviation from total obedience
is the passionate friendships she makes. Convent life is
perfectly captured - the smell of beeswax and incense;
the petty cruelties of the nuns; the eccentricities of
Nanda's school friends. Books in the VMC 40th
anniversary series include: Frost in May by Antonia
White; The Collected Stories of Grace Paley; Fire from
Heaven by Mary Renault; The Magic Toyshop by Angela

Carter; The Weather in the Streets by Rosamond Lehmann;
Deep Water by Patricia Highsmith; The Return of the
Soldier by Rebecca West; Their Eyes Were Watching God by
Zora Neale Hurston; Heartburn by Nora Ephron; The Dud
Avocado by Elaine Dundy; Memento Mori by Muriel Spark; A
View of the Harbour by Elizabeth Taylor and Faces in the
Water by Janet Frame

Fake Accounts - Lauren Oyler 2022-02-08

A NATIONAL BESTSELLER * A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
EDITORS’ CHOICE * A WASHINGTON POST BEST BOOK OF THE
YEAR "An invigorating work, deadly precise in its
skewering of people, places and things . . Stylish,
despairing and very funny, Fake Accounts . . adroitly
maps the dwindling gap between the individual and the
world." —Katie Kitamura, The New York Times Book Review
A woman in a tailspin discovers that her boyfriend is an
anonymous online conspiracy theorist in this “absolutely
brilliant take on the bizarre and despicable ways the
internet has warped our perception of reality” (Elle,
One of the Most Anticipated Books of the Year). On the
eve of Donald Trump's inauguration, a young woman SNnoops
through her boyfriend's phone and makes a startling
discovery: he's an anonymous internet conspiracy
theorist, and a popular one at that. Already fluent in
internet fakery, irony, and outrage, she's not exactly
shocked by the revelation. Actually, she's relieved--he
was always a little distant--and she plots to end their
floundering relationship while on a trip to the Women's
March in DC. But this is only the first in a series of
bizarre twists that expose a world whose truths are
shaped by online lies. Suddenly left with no reason to
stay in New York and increasingly alienated from her
friends and colleagues, our unnamed narrator flees to
Berlin, embarking on her own cycles of manipulation in



the deceptive spaces of her daily life, from dating apps
to expat meetups, open-plan offices to bureaucratic
waiting rooms. She begins to think she can't trust
anyone--shouldn't the feeling be mutual? Narrated with
seductive confidence and subversive wit, Fake Accounts
challenges the way current conversations about the self
and community, delusions and gaslighting, and fiction
and reality play out in the internet age.

Gordo - Jaime Cortez 2021-08-10

This debut story collection “masterfully navigates
adverse conditions of migrant life while . . Mmanaging
to find joy and amusement, love and triumph” (San
Francisco Chronicle). Gordo brings readers inside a
migrant workers camp near Watsonville, California in the
1970s. At the heart of these interrelated stories is a
young, probably gay, boy named Gordo, who must find a
way to contend with the notions of manhood imposed on
him by his father. As he comes of age, Gordo learns
about sex, watches his father’s drunken fights, and
discovers even his own documented Mexican-American
parents are wary of illegal migrants. We also meet Fat
Cookie, high schooler and resident artist who runs away
from home one day with her mother’s boyfriend, Manny.
And then there are Los Tigres, the twins who show up
every season and whose drunken brawl ends with one of
them rushed to the emergency room in an upholstered
chair tied to the back of a pick-up truck. These scenes
from Steinbeck Country are full of humor, family drama,
and a sweet frankness about serious questions: Who
belongs to America and how are they treated? How does
one learn decency when grown adults must fear for their
lives and livelihoods? Gordo “announces a vibrant new
voice on the literary scene, at once wise and authentic
and supremely gifted” (Booklist, starred review).

Finalist for the 2022 Lambda Literary Award for Gay
Fiction Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Fiction

The Four Humors - Mina Seckin 2022-11-08

This wry and visceral debut novel follows a young
Turkish-American woman who, rather than grieving her
father's untimely death, seeks treatment for a stubborn
headache and grows obsessed with a centuries-old theory
of medicine. "[A] humane and refreshingly astringent
novel." —Lauren LeBlanc, The New York Times Book Review
Twenty-year-old Sibel thought she had concrete plans for
the summer. She would care for her grandmother in
Istanbul, visit her father’s grave, and study for the
MCAT. Instead, she finds herself watching Turkish soap
operas and self-diagnosing her own possible chronic
illness with the four humors theory of ancient medicine.
Also on Sibel’s mind: her blond American boyfriend who
accompanies her to Turkey; her energetic but distraught
younger sister; and her devoted grandmother, who, Sibel
comes to learn, carries a harrowing secret. Delving into
her family’s history, the narrative weaves through
periods of political unrest in Turkey, from military
coups to the Gezi Park protests. Told with pathos and
humor, Sibel’'s search for strange and unusual cures is
disrupted as she begins to see how she might heal
herself through the care of others, including her own
family and its long-fractured relationships.

The Spoils of Poynton - Henry James 1897

The Soul Of Kindness - Elizabeth Taylor 2010-12-02
INTRODUCED BY PHILIP HENSHER 'Elizabeth Taylor is
finally being recognised as an important British author:
an author of great subtlety, great compassion and great
depth. As a reader, I have found huge pleasure in



returning to Taylor's novels and short stories many
times over. As a writer I've returned to her too - in
awe of her achievements, and trying to work out how she
does it' SARAH WATERS A brilliant novel about the damage
caused by relentless 'niceness'. Uncritical,
encouraging, 'the soul of kindness', Flora's help is the
cruelest hindrance to those who love her most. 'Here I
am!' Flora called to Richard as she went downstairs. For
a second, Meg felt disloyalty. It occurred to her of a
sudden that Flora was always saying that, and that it
was in the tone of one giving a lovely present. Elegant,
blonde and beautiful, Flora has everything under
control: her perfect home, her husband Richard, her
friend Meg, adoring Kit, and the writer Patrick. Flora
entrances everyone, dangling visions of happiness and
success before their spellbound eyes. All are bewitched
by this golden tyrant. Except, that is, for the clear-
eyed painter, Liz, who can see that Flora's kindness 1is
the sweetest poison of them all.

Blaming - Elizabeth Taylor 2011-07-07

'How deeply I envy any reader coming to her for the
first time!' Elizabeth Jane Howard * A finely nuanced
exploration of responsibility, snobbery and culture
clash from one of the twentieth century's finest
novelists. When Amy is suddenly left widowed and alone
while on holiday in Istanbul, Martha, an American
traveller, comforts her and accompanies her back to
England. Upon their return, however, Amy is ungratefully
reluctant to maintain their relationship, recognising
that, under any other circumstances, the two women would
not be friends. But guilt is a hard taskmaster, and
Martha has away of getting under one's skin ... * 'Her
stories remain with one, indelibly, as though they had
been some turning-point in one's own experience'’

Elizabeth Bowen 'No writer has described the English
middle classes with more gently devastating accuracy'
Rebecca Abrams, Spectator 'A Game of Hide and Seek
showcases much of what makes Taylor a great novelist:
piercing insight, a keen wit and a genuine sense of
feeling for her characters' Elizabeth Day, Guardian
Gingerbread - Helen Oyeyemi 2019-03-05

"Exhilarating...A wildly imagined, head-spinning, deeply
intelligent novel." - The New York Times Book Review
"[W]ildly inventive..[Helen Oyeyemi's] prose is not
without its playful bite." —Vogue The prize-winning,
bestselling author of Boy Snow Bird, What Is Not Yours
Is Not Yours, and Peaces returns with a bewitching and
imaginative novel. Influenced by the mysterious place
gingerbread holds in classic children's stories, beloved
novelist Helen Oyeyemi invites readers into a delightful
tale of a surprising family legacy, in which the
inheritance is a recipe. Perdita Lee may appear to be
your average British schoolgirl; Harriet Lee may seem
just a working mother trying to penetrate the school
social hierarchy; but there are signs that they might
not be as normal as they think they are. For one thing,
they share a gold-painted, seventh-floor walk-up
apartment with some surprisingly verbal vegetation. And
then there's the gingerbread they make. Londoners may
find themselves able to take or leave it, but it's very
popular in Druhastrana, the far-away (or, according to
many sources, non-existent) land of Harriet Lee's early
youth. The world's truest lover of the Lee family
gingerbread, however, is Harriet's charismatic childhood
friend Gretel Kercheval —a figure who seems to have had
a hand in everything (good or bad) that has happened to
Harriet since they met. Decades later, when teenaged
Perdita sets out to find her mother's long-lost friend,



it prompts a new telling of Harriet's story. As the book
follows the Lees through encounters with jealousy,
ambition, family grudges, work, wealth, and real estate,
gingerbread seems to be the one thing that reliably
holds a constant value. Endlessly surprising and
satisfying, written with Helen Oyeyemi's inimitable
style and imagination, it is a true feast for the
reader.

A Game Of Hide And Seek - Elizabeth Taylor 2011-09-29
'Her stories remain with one, indelibly, as though they
had been some turning-point in one's own experience' -
Elizabeth Bowen, author of The Heat of the Day
Intelligent and haunting, with echoes of Brief
Encounter, this is a love story by one of the best
British writers of the 20th century. During summer games
of hide and seek Harriet falls in love with Vesey and
his elusive, teasing ways. When he goes to Oxford she
cherishes his photograph and waits for a letter that
never comes. Years pass and Harriet stifles her dreams;
with a husband and daughter, she excels at
respectability. But then Vesey reappears and her
marriage seems to melt away. Harriet is older, it is
much too late, but she is still in love with him.

The Age of Entitlement - Christopher Caldwell 2021-01-05
A major American intellectual and “one of the right’s
most gifted and astute journalists” (The New York Times
Book Review) makes the historical case that the reforms
of the 1960s, reforms intended to make the nation more
just and humane, left many Americans feeling alienated,
despised, misled-and ready to put an adventurer in the
White House. Christopher Caldwell has spent years
studying the liberal uprising of the 1960s and its
unforeseen consequences and his conclusion is this: even
the reforms that Americans love best have come with

costs that are staggeringly high—in wealth, freedom, and
social stability-and that have been spread unevenly
among classes and generations. Caldwell reveals the real
political turning points of the past half-century,
taking you on a roller-coaster ride through Playboy
magazine, affirmative action, CB radio, leveraged
buyouts, iPhones, Oxycotin, Black Lives Matter, and
internet cookies. In doing so, he shows that attempts to
redress the injustices of the past have left Americans
living under two different ideas of what it means to
play by the rules. Essential, timely, hard to put down,
The Age of Entitlement “is an eloquent and bracing book,
full of insight” (New York magazine) about how the
reforms of the past fifty years gave the country two
incompatible political systems—and drove it toward
conflict.

The Prince's Boy - Paul Bailey 2014-10-14

In May 1927, nineteen-year-old Dinu Grigorescu, a skinny
boy with literary ambitions, is newly arrived in Paris.
He has been sent from Bucharest, the city of his
childhood, by his wealthy father to embark upon a
bohemian adventure and relish the unique pleasures of
Parisian life. An innocent in a new city, still grieving
the sudden loss of his beloved mother Elena seven years
earlier, Dinu is encouraged to enjoy la vie de Bohéme by
his distant cousin, Eduard. But tentatively, secretly,
Dinu is drawn to the Bains du Ballon d'Alsace, a
notorious establishment rumored to offer the men of
Paris, married or otherwise, who enjoy something
different, everything they crave. It is here that he
meets Razvan, a fellow Romanian, the adopted child of a
man of refinement-a prince's boy-whose stories of Proust
and other artists entrance Dinu, and who will become the
young man's teacher in the ways of the world. At a



distance of forty years and written in London, his
refuge from the horrors of Europe's early-twentieth-
century history, Dinu's memoir of his brief spell in
Paris is one of exploration and rediscovery. The love
that blossomed that sunlit day in such inauspicious and
unromantic surroundings would transcend lust,
separation, despair, and even death to endure a
lifetime. This is a work of extraordinary sensual
delicacy, an exquisite novel from one of our most
celebrated writers.

All the Sad Young Literary Men - Keith Gessen 2008-04-10
By the author of A Terrible Country and Raising Raffi, a
novel of love, sadness, wasted youth, and literary and
intellectual ambition-"wincingly funny" (Vogue) Keith
Gessen is a brave and trenchant new literary voice.
Known as an award-winning translator of Russian and a
book reviewer for publications including The New Yorker
and The New York Times, Gessen makes his debut with this
critically acclaimed novel, a charming yet scathing
portrait of young adulthood at the opening of the
twenty-first century. The novel charts the lives of Sam,
Mark, and Keith as they overthink their college years,
underthink their love lives, and struggle to find a
semblance of maturity, responsibility, and even literary
fame.

The Wedding Group - Elizabeth Taylor 1985

Cressy has grown up in a world of women, presided over
by her eccentric, artistic grandfather - Harry Bretton.
Rebelling against the wholesome, organic values of her
home life, Cressy decides to leave home in search of
more ephemeral pleasures. Taking a job in an antiques
shop, she meets David, a self-satisfied journalist, also
looking for means of flying the family nest. But as
Cressy cannot fend for herself and David is securely

tied to his mother's apron strings, this act of escape
for both of them proves a powerful form of bondage.
You'll Enjoy It When You Get There - Elizabeth Taylor
2014-09-23

Elizabeth Taylor is finally beginning to gain the
recognition due to her as one of the best English
writers of the postwar period, prized and praised by
Sarah Waters and Hilary Mantel, among others. Inheriting
Ivy Compton-Burnett’s uncanny sensitivity to the
terrifying undercurrents that swirl beneath the apparent
calm of respectable family life while showing a deep
sympathy of her own for human loneliness, Taylor
depicted dislocation with the unflinching presence of
mind of Graham Greene. But for Taylor, unlike Greene,
dislocation began not in distant climes but right at
home. It is in the living room, playroom, and bedroom
that Taylor stages her unforgettable dramas of
alienation and impossible desire. Taylor’s stories, many
of which originally appeared in The New Yorker, are her
central achievement. Here are self-improving spinsters
and gossiping girls, war orphans and wallflowers,
honeymooners and barmaids, mistresses and murderers.
Margaret Drabble’s new selection reveals a writer whose
wide sympathies and restless curiosity are matched by a
steely penetration into the human heart and mind.

The Last September - Elizabeth Bowen 1960

Notes on a Scandal - Zoé Heller 2006-12-12

Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize Zoé Heller's Notes
on a Scandal ("A deliciously perverse, laugh-out-loud-
funny novel." --Vogue) is a major motion picture from
Fox Searchlight starring Cate Blanchett and Judi Dench
Schoolteacher Barbara Covett has led a solitary life
until Sheba Hart, the new art teacher at St. George's,



befriends her. But even as their relationship develops,
so too does another: Sheba has begun an illicit affair
with an underage male student. When the scandal turns
into a media circus, Barbara decides to write an account
in her friend's defense--and ends up revealing not only
Sheba's secrets, but also her own.

Lost Lake - Sarah Addison Allen 2014-01-21

"Suley, Georgia, is home to Lost Lake Cottages and not
much else. Which is why it's the perfect place for
newly-widowed Kate and her eccentric eight-year-old
daughter Devin to heal. Kate spent one memorable
childhood summer at Lost Lake, had her first almost-kiss
at Lost Lake, and met a boy named Wes at Lost Lake. It
was a place for dreaming. But Kate doesn't believe in
dreams anymore, and her Aunt Eby, Lost Lake's owner,
wants to sell the place and move on. Lost Lake's magic
is gone. As Kate discovers that time has a way of
standing still at Lost Lake can she bring the cottages--
and her heart--back to life? Because sometimes the
things you love have a funny way of turning up again.
And sometimes you never even know they were lost

until they are found"--

The 100 Best Novels in English - Robert McCrum
2019-03-03

LITERARY COMPANIONS, BOOK REVIEWS & GUIDES. Everybody
loves a list but this is a list of major ambition:
namely, to select the best 100 novels in the English
language, published from the late 17th century to the
present day. This list has been built up week by week in
The Observer since September 2013, and selected by
writer and Observer editor Robert McCrum. With a short
critique on each book, this is a real delight for
literary lovers.

Paradise Lodge - Nina Stibbe 2016-07-12

A delightful story of growing up, getting old, and every
step in between, from the acclaimed author of Man at the
Helm and Love, Nina. After succeeding in her quest to
help her unconventional mother find a new "man at the
helm," fifteen-year-old Lizzie Vogel simply wants to be
a normal teenager. Just when it looks as if things have
settled down, her mother goes and has another baby. On
top of that, Lizzie's best friend has deserted her for
the punk craze, which Lizzie finds too exhausting to
commit to herself. But Lizzie soon gets more commitment
than she bargained for when she takes a job as a junior
nurse at Paradise Lodge, a ramshackle refuge for the
elderly that has seen better days. It's no place for a
teenager, much less one with as little experience
emptying a bedpan as Lizzie. What begins as away to
avoid school and earn some spending money (for the finer
things in life, like real coffee and beer shampoo)
quickly turns into the education of a lifetime. Lizzie
encounters a colorful cast of eccentric characters--
including a nurse determined to turn one of the patients
into a husband (and a retirement plan); an efficient but
clueless nun trying to modernize the place; and Lizzie's
unlikely first love--who become her surrogate family.
When Paradise Lodge faces a crisis in the form of a
rival nursing home with enough amenities to make even
the comatose jealous, Lizzie must find a way to save her
job before she loses the only place she's ever felt she
belongs. A hilarious and heartfelt coming-of-age tale,
Paradise Lodge proves that it's never too early--or too
late--to grow up.

In the Eye of the Wild - Nastassja Martin 2021-11-16
After enduring a vicious bear attack in the Russian Far
East's Kamchatka Peninsula, a French anthropologist
undergoes a physical and spiritual transformation that




forces her to confront the tenuous distinction between
animal and human. In the Eye of the Wild begins with an
account of the French anthropologist Nastassja Martin’s
near fatal run-in with a Kamchatka bear in the mountains
of Siberia. Martin’s professional interest is animism;
she addresses philosophical questions about the relation
of humankind to nature, and in her work she seeks to
partake as fully as she can in the lives of the
indigenous peoples she studies. Her violent encounter
with the bear, however, brings her face-to-face with
something entirely beyond her ken—the untamed, the
nonhuman, the animal, the wild. In the course of that
encounter something in the balance of her world shifts.
A change takes place that she must somehow reckon with.
Left severely mutilated, dazed with pain, Martin
undergoes multiple operations in a provincial Russian
hospital, while also being grilled by the secret police.
Back in France, she finds herself back on the operating
table, a source of new trauma. She realizes that the
only thing for her to do is to return to Kamchatka. She
must discover what it means to have become, as the Even
people call it, medka, a person who is half human, half
bear. In the Eye of the Wild is a fascinating, mind-
altering book about terror, pain, endurance, and self-
transformation, comparable in its intensity of
perception and originality of style to J. A. Baker’s
classic The Peregrine. Here Nastassja Martin takes us to
the farthest limits of human being.

The Cleveland Heights LGBTQ Sci-Fi and Fantasy Role
Playing Club - Doug Henderson 2021-04-15

On Thursday nights, the players assemble in the back of
Readmore Comix and Games. Celeste is the dungeon master;
Valerie, who works at the store, was roped in by
default; Mooneyham, the banker, likes to argue; and Ben,
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sensitive, unemployed, and living at home, is still
recovering from an unrequited love. In the real world
they go about their days falling in love, coming out at
work, and dealing with their family lives all with
varying degrees of success. But in the world of their
fantasy game, they are heroes and wizards fighting to
stop an evil cult from waking a sleeping god. But then a
sexy new guy, Albert, joins the club, Ben’s character 1is
killed, and Mooneyham’s boyfriend is accosted on the
street. The connections and parallels between the real
world and the fantasy one become stronger and more
important than ever as Ben struggles to bring his
character back to life and win Albert’s affection, and
the group unites to organize a protest at a neighborhood
bar. All the while the slighted and competing vampire
role playing club, working secretly in the shadows,
begins to make its move.

Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont - Elizabeth Taylor
2021-12-21

A blackly humorous story of loneliness, deception, and
life in old age by one of the most accomplished
novelists of the twentieth century. On a rainy Sunday
afternoon in January, the recently widowed Mrs. Palfrey
moves to the Claremont Hotel in South Kensington. “If
it’'s not nice, I needn’t stay,” she promises herself, as
she settles into this haven for the genteel and the
decayed. “Three elderly widows and one old man .
seemed to dislike female company and seldom got any
other kind” serve for her fellow residents, and there is
the staff, too, and they are one and all lonely. What is
Mrs. Palfrey to do with herself now that she has all the
time in the world? Go for a walk. Go to a museum. Go to
the end of the block. Well, she does have her grandson
who works at the British Museum, and he is sure to visit

. who



any day. Mrs. Palfrey prides herself on having always
known “the right thing to do,” but in this new situation
she discovers that resource is much reduced. Before she
knows it, in fact, she tries something else. Elizabeth
Taylor’s final and most popular novel is as unsparing as
it is, ultimately, heartbreaking.

A Wreath of Roses - Elizabeth Taylor 1957

The lives of a handful of people in a small country
town.

In a Free State - V. S. Naipaul 2011-03-30

From the Nobel Prize-winning author comes a riveting
tour de force that examines emigration, dislocation, and
dread. “The coolest literary eye and the most lucid
prose we have.” —The New York Times Book Review No
writer has rendered our boundariless, post-colonial
world more acutely or prophetically than V. S. Naipaul,
or given its upheavals such a hauntingly human face. In
the beginning it is just a car trip through Africa. Two
English people—Bobby, a civil servant with a guilty
appetite for African boys, and Linda, a supercilious
“compound wife”—are driving back to their enclave after
a stay in the capital. But in between lies the landscape
of an unnamed country whose squalor and ethnic
bloodletting suggest Idi Amin’s Uganda. And the farther
Naipaul’s protagonists travel into it, the more they
find themselves crossing the line that separates
privileged outsiders from horrified victims. Alongside
this Conradian tour de force are four incisive portraits
of men seeking liberation far from home. By turns funny
and terrifying, sorrowful and unsparing, In A Free State
is Naipaul at his best.

Good Behaviour - Molly Keane 2011-08-04

Discover this wickedly funny classic about the very bad
behaviour of an aristocratic family - A BBC2 Between the
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Covers pick! *** 'Molly Keane is a mistress of wicked
comedy' VOGUE 'Dark, complex, engaging . . a wonderful
tour de force' MARIAN KEYES I do know how to behave -
believe me, because I know. I have always known

Behind the gates of Temple Alice, the aristocratic
Anglo-Irish St Charles family sinks into a state of
decaying grace. To Aroon St Charles, large and unlovely
daughter of the house, the fierce forces of sex, money,
jealousy and love seem locked out by the ritual patterns
of good behaviour. But crumbling codes of conduct cannot
hope to save the members of the St Charles family from
their own unruly and inadmissible desires. 'I have
read and re-read Molly Keane more, I think, than any
other writer. Nobody else can touch her as a satirist,
tragedian and dissector of human behaviour. I love all
her books, but Good Behaviour and Loving and Giving are
the ones I return to most' MAGGIE O'FARRELL

Angel - Elizabeth Taylor 2012-02-14

A darkly witty classic about literary worth, ambition,
and romantic idealism set in turn-of-the-century
England, with an introduction from Hilary Mantel (Wolf
Hall) “A delicious satire on the career of schoolgirl
sensation Angelica Deverell. She's a truly magnificent
comic creation: petulant, paranoid and frighteningly
prolific." —The Guardian Angelica Deverell lives above
her diligent, drab mother’s grocery shop in a dreary
turn-of-the-century English neighborhood, but spends her
days dreaming of handsome Paradise House, where her aunt
is enthroned as a maid. But in Angel’s imagination, she
is the mistress of the house, a realm of lavish
opulence, of evening gowns and peacocks. Then she begins
to write popular novels, and this fantasy becomes her
life. And now that she has tasted success, Angel has no
intention of letting anyone stand in her way—except,



perhaps, herself. Now back in print after 20 years, this
under-recognized classic is (unlike Angel's own novels)
self-aware, funny, and subtly layered. It both sharply
satirizes its protagonist and acknowledges the intensity
of her imagination and the rigor of her work, all the
while seeing her as fully human, complicated, and even
sympathetic.

A View Of The Harbour - Elizabeth Taylor 2011-09-29
INTRODUCED BY SARAH WATERS 'Every one of her books is a
treat and this is my favourite, because of its wonderful
cast of characters, and because of the deftness with
which Taylor's narrative moves between them ... A
wonderful writer' SARAH WATERS In the faded coastal
village of Newby, everyone looks out for - and in on -
each other, and beneath the deceptively sleepy exterior,
passions run high. Beautiful divorcee Tory is secretly
involved with her neighbour, Robert, while his wife
Beth, Tory's best friend, is consumed by the worlds she
creates in her novels, oblivious to the relationship
developing next door. Their daughter Prudence is aware,
however, and is appalled by the treachery she observes.
Mrs Bracey, an invalid whose grasp on life is slipping,
forever peers from her window, constantly prodding her
daughters for news of the outside world. And Lily
Wilson, a lonely young widow, is frightened of her own
home. Into their lives steps Bertram, a retired naval
officer with the unfortunate capacity to inflict lasting
damage while trying to do good. 'Her stories remain with
one, indelibly, as though they had been some turning-
point in one's own experience' - ELIZABETH BOWEN 'Always
intelligent, often subversive and never dull, Elizabeth
Taylor is the thinking person's dangerous housewife. Her
sophisticated prose combines elegance, icy wit and
freshness in a stimulating cocktail' - VALERIE MARTIN 'A
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magnificent and underrated mid-20th-century writer, the
missing link between Jane Austen and John Updike'
DAVID BADDIEL

The Other Elizabeth Taylor - Nicola Beauman 2009
"The English author best known for not being known."--
The Atlantic

At Mrs Lippincote's - Elizabeth Taylor 1945

Mrs. Lippincote's house, with its mahogany furniture and
yellowing photographs, stands as a reminder of all the
certainties that have vanished with the advent of war.
Temporarily, this is home for Julia, who has joined her
husband Roddy at the behest of the RAF. Although she can
accept the pomposities of service life, Julia's honesty
and sense of humor prevent her from taking her role as
seriously as her husband might wish; for Roddy, merely
love cannot suffice--he needs homage as well as
admiration. And Julia, while she may be a most
unsatisfactory officer's wife, is certainly no
hypocrite.

Water Magic - Lilith Dorsey 2020-10-08

The first entry in Llewellyn's exciting new Elements of
Witchcraft series, Water Magic reveals the amazing
possibilities of using water in your modern practice.
Once you learn to access the enormous depths of this
life-giving and powerful element, it will enhance your
magic and help you grow into a better version of
yourself. Cleansing and strong, the power of water is
all around you and in you. Lilith Dorsey presents many
ways to incorporate water into your magic, from washes
and baths to spells and rituals. Discover how to use the
symbols of water in your magical workings. Learn the
histories and wisdom of rivers, lakes, and oceans, as
well as water's relationship to the wheel of the year.
Explore water and its manifestations in mythology and



lore and meet the gods and goddesses who rule over the element.
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